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Excellent resource, and great for a laughVon Ein KundeI enjoyed this book for many reasons. Number one, the title 
alone is enough to make you want to buy it. How can you resist? I write every day (newspaper) and it helps to have a 
book like this. I am always looking for creative ways to express myself and this is what this does for you. I find it even 
more helpful that he supplies a guide for pronunciation so I don't have to sound like an idiot if I want to use one of 
these words in a conversation.

KurzbeschreibungFrom one of America's top wordsmiths, a lively survey of words from abroad that make English a 
truly international language.With dry wit and remarkable erudition, Eugene Ehrlich's You've Got Ketchup on Your 
Muumuu takes us on an eye-opening tour of our ever-changing language, showing us how English has, throughout its 
history, seamlessly sewn words from other languages into its original fabric. The language we call our own has in fact 
been culled from the languages of ancient invaders, such as the Romans, the Angles, the Saxons, the Jutes, and the 
French. Ehrlich's comprehensive research and vast lingual experience bring to light the origins of some of our most 
popular and well-used words. For example, graffiti is shown to come from the Italian word meaning "scratches." The 
word for one of our favorite French pastries, clair, means "lightning flash." And ketchup comes from the Chinese Ke-
Jap, which means "fish sauce."Ehrlich illuminates the origins, purposes, and meanings of once-foreign words that have 
become part of the rich texture of our language..deDon't be a troglodyte. The zeitgeist these days is decidedly 
international, nicht wahr? If the thought of a polyglot salmagundi fills you with angst, well, no cojones, no glory. For 
Ketchup on Your Muumuu, Eugene Ehrlich, the high-muck-a-muck (from the Chinook) of mots justes, schleps a 
smorgasbord of borrowed bon mots out for a viewing. Each of the originally foreign words included here has crept its 
way into use by speakers of English--a language, says Ehrlich in his introduction, that "has long been an active 
borrower and lender." Some of the words included--hashish (Arabic), shampoo (Hindi), tutu (French)--are more 
common than others: favela (Brazilian Portuguese), izzat (Urdu), nautch (Hindi). Many debuted on the menus of 
ethnic restaurants. All receive star treatment from Ehrlich, who for each entry offers pronunciation, derivation, 
meaning(s), history and examples of use in English, and a heavy dose of humor. Call Ehrlich what you may--pundit, 
swami, maestro, savant. If you learn to gabble like the literati, no one will look askance the next time you spill ketchup 
on your muumuu at your local coffee klatsch. --Jane SteinbergKurzbeschreibungFrom one of America's top 
wordsmiths, a lively survey of words from abroad that make English a truly international language.With dry wit and 
remarkable erudition, Eugene Ehrlich's You've Got Ketchup on Your Muumuu takes us on an eye-opening tour of our 
ever-changing language, showing us how English has, throughout its history, seamlessly sewn words from other 
languages into its original fabric. The language we call our own has in fact been culled from the languages of ancient 
invaders, such as the Romans, the Angles, the Saxons, the Jutes, and the French. Ehrlich's comprehensive research and 
vast lingual experience bring to light the origins of some of our most popular and well-used words. For example, 
graffiti is shown to come from the Italian word meaning "scratches." The word for one of our favorite French pastries, 
clair, means "lightning flash." And ketchup comes from the Chinese Ke-Jap, which means "fish sauce."Ehrlich 
illuminates the origins, purposes, and meanings of once-foreign words that have become part of the rich texture of our 
language. 


