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Von Peter Elbow : Writing With Power: Techniques for Mastering the Writing Process  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Writing With Power: Techniques for 
Mastering the Writing Process: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen3 von 3 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Good 
advice for getting juices flowingVon Susan K. PerryBy "writing with power," Elbow means having control and not 
feeling stuck or helpless. One of the hallmarks of "flow" (see my own bestselling WRITING IN FLOW for lots on 
this) is a sense that you're in control -- at least enough to do the task you've set yourself. He offers a variety of methods 
for getting going, from the familiar freewriting to using a list of metaphorical questions that he provides to inspire 
fresh ideas. One of his techniques, which he explains in great and useful detail, is called loop writing or directed 
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freewriting. For instance, one way to get started is to write out all your prejudices about a topic before you begin 
writing it. Interesting chapters on audience, feedback, and revision. Here's one of his astute suggestions: Never do 
major revising when nauseated by your writing.2 von 2 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Writer's 
block?Von Michelle E. Madsen CamachoElbow embraces Natalie Goldberg's philosophy ("Writing down the Bones, 
Freeing the Writer Within)." He stresses the separation of the creative process from the critical/editorial. The difficult 
task (for me) was breaking the habit of trying to edit while I composed. This book helped liberate my writing. I 
produced my dissertation in part thanks to this book!2 von 2 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. A sane, 
guiding mentor for an often painful processVon Ein KundePeter Elbow gave me permission to write and helped shut 
down the internal editors in my head. If you're stuck, read this book. He's the best writing teacher I've never had!

KurzbeschreibungA classic handbook for anyone who needs to write, Writing With Power speaks to everyone who has 
wrestled with words while seeking to gain power with them. Here, Peter Elbow emphasizes that the essential activities 
underlying good writing and the essential exercises promoting it are really not difficult at all.Employing a cookbook 
approach, Elbow provides the reader (and writer) with various recipes: for getting words down on paper, for revising, 
for dealing with an audience, for getting feedback on a piece of writing, and still other recipes for approaching the 
mystery of power in writing. In a new introduction, he offers his reflections on the original edition, discusses the 
responses from people who have followed his techniques, how his methods may differ from other processes, and how 
his original topics are still pertinent to today's writer. By taking risks and embracing mistakes, Elbow hopes the writer 
may somehow find a hold on the creative process and be able to heighten two mentalities--the production of writing 
and the revision of it.From students and teachers to novelists and poets, Writing with Power reminds us that we can 
celebrate the uses of mystery, chaos, nonplanning, and magic, while achieving analysis, conscious control, 
explicitness, and care in whatever it is we set down on paper..deWhatever your reason for writing, Peter Elbow has a 
"recipe" to guide you. A longtime proponent of "freewriting" (writing without stopping, for a preset amount of time), 
Elbow incorporates its use in a variety of ways. Have a limited amount of time? Spend half of it freewriting and half of 
it cleaning up your prose. Got all the time in the world (and only a vague sense of what you want to say)? Freewrite, 
then focus, then freewrite, then focus, repeatedly, until you get "a trustworthy vision of your final piece of writing." 
Elbow offers a plethora of prompts for priming the creative pump, as well as several ways to revise the piece of 
writing that results: thorough revising, revising with feedback, cutting and pasting, proofreading, and the like. He pays 
close attention to the ways in which focusing on an audience can assist or interfere in the writing process, including a 
terrific chapter on the strangeness of writing for teachers, in which "your task is usually to explain what you are still 
engaged in trying to understand to someone who understands it better." And he provides an excellent section on how 
to solicit the kind of feedback you want. Though it is a new edition of a 1981 book, there is nothing tired about 
Writing with Power: it provides many tools to help a writer feel empowered throughout the writing process. --Jane 
Steinberg.comWhatever your reason for writing, Peter Elbow has a "recipe" to guide you. A longtime proponent of 
"freewriting" (writing without stopping, for a preset amount of time), Elbow incorporates its use in a variety of ways. 
Have a limited amount of time? Spend half of it freewriting and half of it cleaning up your prose. Got all the time in 
the world (and only a vague sense of what you want to say)? Freewrite, then focus, then freewrite, then focus, 
repeatedly, until you get "a trustworthy vision of your final piece of writing." Elbow offers a plethora of prompts for 
priming the creative pump, as well as several ways to revise the piece of writing that results: thorough revising, 
revising with feedback, cutting and pasting, proofreading, and the like. He pays close attention to the ways in which 
focusing on an audience can assist or interfere in the writing process, including a terrific chapter on the strangeness of 
writing for teachers, in which "your task is usually to explain what you are still engaged in trying to understand to 
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tools to help a writer feel empowered throughout the writing process. --Jane Steinberg 


