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influence on Hispanic youthVon Ein Kunde" Working In The Dark " by Jimmy Santiago isafull- blown self portrait
of survival. It's as much atrip through the mind- jail of Baca's disadvantages and a tossed past as the tale of an
autodidact who longs to save himself- through words. Jimmy is ayoung man working in a hospital on the night shift.
Most of the time he isworking all by himself, and he always hears weird sounds coming from all over the hospital.
Jmmy consider himself to bein agang in his younger days and as he grows older, he becomes a man and does not
want anything to do with a gang. This book will have a great influence on Mexican American men and women
because aot of them in thisworld are gang members and do not realize how much trouble they are getting themselves
into. For instance Jimmy knew he would get in trouble with the law if he kept hanging out with gang members all of
hislife. All gang members should read " Working In The Dark". "Working In The Dark" is the best book | ever read
written by an Mexican American author.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. A Tremendous
Novel of Great Importance! Von Robert KoehlerJimmy Santiago Baca's "Working in the Dark" is anovel of extreme
importance. Baca gives life and voice to imprisoned people who because of their ethicity, language, culture, and
imprisonment have ben reducaed to cultural and social marginality by the dominant white culture and by those foriegn
to Southwestern culture. "V oices From the Dark™ is amust read for students of Chicano culture and the Southwest. It
isamodern classic which may not be realized as such for decades to come!

KurzbeschreibungBaca passionately explores the troubled years of his youth, from which he emerged with heightened
awareness of his ethnic identify as a Chicano, his role as awitness for the misunderstood tribal life of the barrio, and
his redemptive vocation as a poet. ACCLAIM"Baca s the author of several volumes of poetry. Bacalearned to read
and write as ayoung man in prison; his poetry focuses on prison, darkness, night, myth, and Chicanismo. Thisisa
collection of autobiographical essays exploring his ethnic identity and the process and experience of creation and
writing; the essays are permeated with Baca's intensely lyrical sense of the empowerment of literacy and language.
Appropriate for comprehensive contemporary poetry collections as well as Chicano literature collections.”-- Library
Journal"Thisis abook about connection, forged by a poetic imagination in alanguage that sometimes soars. Highly
recommended.”-- MultiCultural "Thisvolume is less an autobiography than aromantic paean, taking form as a series
of essays, to the redemptive, ecstatic capabilities of poetry. Baca sees his vocation in transcendental terms: 'l became
one with the air and sky, the dirt and the iron and the concrete’; he regards himself as a voice for the poor and
oppressed in America. As a self-ordained spokesperson for Chicanaos, heis at his best when evoking barrio culture: his
stately grandmother, the village cantinas, and the quiet solidarity of Mexican workers."-- Publishers
WeeklyPressestimmenThe essays are permeated with Baca's intensely lyrical sense of the empowerment of literacy
and language. Thisis a book about connection, forged by a poetic imagination in alanguage that sometimes soars.
Highly recommended.KurzbeschreibungBaca passionately explores the troubled years of hisyouth, from which he
emerged with heightened awareness of his ethnic identify as a Chicano, his role as awitness for the misunderstood
tribal life of the barrio, and his redemptive vocation as a poet. ACCLAIM"Bacais the author of several volumes of
poetry. Bacalearned to read and write as a young man in prison; his poetry focuses on prison, darkness, night, myth,
and Chicanismo. Thisis a collection of autobiographical essays exploring his ethnic identity and the process and
experience of creation and writing; the essays are permeated with Baca'sintensely lyrical sense of the empowerment
of literacy and language. Appropriate for comprehensive contemporary poetry collections as well as Chicano literature
collections."-- Library Journal"This is abook about connection, forged by a poetic imagination in alanguage that
sometimes soars. Highly recommended.”-- MultiCultural "This volumeis less an autobiography than aromantic
paean, taking form as a series of essays, to the redemptive, ecstatic capabilities of poetry. Baca sees hisvocation in
transcendental terms: ‘| became one with the air and sky, the dirt and the iron and the concrete’; he regards himself asa
voice for the poor and oppressed in America. As a self-ordained spokesperson for Chicanos, heis at his best when
evoking barrio culture: his stately grandmother, the village cantinas, and the quiet solidarity of Mexican workers."--
Publishers Weekly



