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Von George Weigel : Witness to Hope: The Biography of Pope John Paul II  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Witness to Hope: The Biography of Pope John Paul II: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen2 von 2 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Now 
This Is A True Biography Based On Open Access!Von Ein KundeThis author did not waste his time and was not lazy 
in writing about this Pope of Hope. If you are a Roman Catholic you will enjoy the insight and may cringe about the 
foresight of what is revealed. If you are Jewish you will see the opportunity that is available now in coming to grips 
with reconciliation based on truth of history known only to sons and daughters of Abraham. The book is easy to read, 
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follows in details and reveals as much as one can know about this man of honor, spiritual healing and forgiveness to 
those who hate him, tried to kill him and disdain his faith. Communists will see just how puny their ideas and 
philosophy are compared to what motivates and guides this man of God. In the end, like all good biographies you will 
learn more than you came to know about a simple but powerful example of a man called John Paul II. Excellent superb 
excellence.1 von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. a biography, a history lesson and some 
philosophy!Von KathleenThis wonderful biography of the Holy Father is long and detailed, but worth every minute! I 
learned an immense amount of 20th century history; Mr. Weigel makes it clear how various events fit together to 
weave the fabric of our society as we enter the new millenium. After reading the book, I have a much better 
understanding of past and current events. From this book I also learned the basics of the pope's philosophy, and 
perhaps best I feel that I have come to know him personally. This book will be a collector's item in the future! I hope 
that Mr. Weigel will write a second volume.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. An excellent 
work of historical biography.Von Ein KundeThis is a solid, traditional biography that well chronicles the life and 
times of John Paul II. The work is rich in detail and, on the whole, sound in its analysis of the significance of John 
Paul's Pontificate. The author does an excellent job, moreover, of describing the theological ideas and works of Karol 
Wojtyla pre-1978. The work has two relatively minor flaws. First, there are places where catalogues of information -- 
e.g., the topics of each of Karol Wojtyla's addresses on Vatican radio during the early 1960s, a list of the subjects of 
each of series of seminars given by Fr. Wojtyla during a certain period -- are inartfully inserted into the text. This 
leaves one with the impression that the author felt compelled to include all information discovered even when it did 
not contribute to the portrait being painted. The second is a lack of spiritual depth and sensitivity. Decisions and 
actions that are essentially religious in nature are analyzed primarily for their worldly consequences and/or 
presentation. The discussions of "Humanae Vitae" and "Ordinatio Sacerdotalis," for example, are the standard secular 
analyses one would read from the likes of a Michael Novak. This leaves the reader feeling that the portrait of the man 
fails to reveal his full spiritual dimension. Overall, however, this is an excellent work of historical biography and Mr. 
Weigel is to be highly commended.

KurzbeschreibungThe Definitive Biography of Pope John Paul IIWitness to Hope is the authoritative biography of one 
of the singular figures -- some might argue the singular figure -- of our time. With unprecedented cooperation from 
John Paul II and the people who knew and worked with him throughout his life, George Weigel offers a 
groundbreaking portrait of the Pope as a man, a thinker, and a leader whose religious convictions defined a new 
approach to world politics -- and changed the course of history. As even his critics concede, John Paul II occupied a 
unique place on the world stage and put down intellectual markers that no one could ignore or avoid as humanity 
entered a new millennium fraught with possibility and danger.The Pope was a man of prodigious energy who played a 
crucial yet insufficiently explored role in some of the most momentous events of our time, including the collapse of 
European communism, the quest for peace in the Middle East, and the democratic transformation of Latin America. 
This updated edition of Witness to Hope explains how this "man from a far country" did all of that, and much more -- 
and what both his accomplishments and the unfinished business of his pontificate mean for the future of the Church 
and the world..deWitness To Hope: The Biography of Pope John Paul II by George Weigel is as comprehensive a 
biography of its subject as can be hoped for while the Pope still lives. Weigel, a journalist who came to the Pope's 
attention after the publication of his book, The Final Revolution: The Resistance Church and the Collapse of 
Communism, wrote Witness To Hope with his subject's encouragement and assistance. Weigel had unprecedented 
access to the Pope's correspondence (with, among others, world leaders including Mikhail Gorbachev). He reports 
lengthy conversations with many members of the Pope's inner circle, and he occasionally reveals vivid details of the 
Pope's daily life (for example, at the beginning of each day, the Pope's adviser's hear moans and groaning from John 
Paul's solitary prayers in his private chapel). According to Weigel, the Pope told him that other biographies "try to 
understand me from outside. But I can only be understood from inside." Unfortunately, Weigel's method for 
understanding the Pope "from inside" depends on psychological conjecture ("It may help to begin by thinking of Karol 
Wojtyla as a man who grew up very fast") and is weakened by his extreme eagerness to praise his subject ("the man 
with arguably the most coherent and comprehensive vision of the human possibility in the world ahead"). More 
troubling, Weigel does not ask some of the really difficult questions about this Pope--regarding his involvement with 
sects such as Opus Dei, for example, or the relationship between his innovative "theology of the body" and his 
conservative stance on homosexuality, or even the vicissitudes of prayer life. Witness To Hope is a valuable book 
because it reports many facts that others have not reported. But for incisive analysis of this Pope's theological and 
political significance, or for insight into his spiritual life, readers will have to wait until the principals in his life story 
are free to speak more frankly with some future biographer. --Michael Joseph Gross.co.ukFor his monumental 
authorised biography, Witness to Hope, George Weigel was given unprecedented access to Pope John Paul II and the 
people who know and work with him. Other biographers have either had a political agenda, or didn't have the 



theological and cultural expertise to fully analyse this "pope from a far country". Not so with Weigel. Witness to Hope 
not only tells the story of the boy who grew up in occupied Poland to become the first non-Italian pope for centuries, 
but it also explores the Pope's part in the second Vatican Council, his role in the downfall of communism, the 
rapprochement between Israel and the Vatican, and the downfall of dicatorships around the world. Weigel understands 
the motors that drive Pope John Paul. He shows how the Pope's intellect is given heart by his love of poetry and 
drama, and how intellect and creativity merge to create a mystic personality in a world of action. History, theology, 
spirituality and a profound humanism are all woven together in the Pope's life and in Weigel's analysis. Witness to 
Hope is scholarly and complete, but the author's journalistic experience means he also knows how to keep the reader's 
interest with human stories, anecdotes and fascinating detail. Only three popes have earned the title "The Great". Many 
Catholics want the present pope to be the fourth. They are more likely to enjoy this biography than his critics, who 
may find it too admiring. In this reviewer's judgement, Weigel does admire the pope, but he has maintained his 
objectivity and given us a book which steers clear of both adulation and biased criticism. --Dwight Longenecker 


