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Von Rockwell Kent : Wilderness: A Journal of Quiet Adventure in AlaskaIncluding Extensive Hitherto 
Unpublished Passages from the Original Journal  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised Wilderness: A Journal of Quiet Adventure in AlaskaIncluding Extensive Hitherto 
Unpublished Passages from the Original Journal: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen1 von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Joys and 
difficulties of a gifted artist and son in Alaska.Von Ein KundeOf the many wilderness adventures that flood our view 
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on the television or in movies, with dramatic, life-risking events, we can become weary of the slick presentations. 
Rockwell Kent tells of us of another type of adventure, the day to day living on remote Fox Island off Seward, in 
Alaska. The small pleasures, the difficult trips in an open boat to get supplies, the child's sweetness in his friendship 
with a magpie, all these and more stories are told in a daily journal. And illustrated as Kent always does, with insight 
and style. Kent as a writer is equal to Kent as an artist, intellectual and candid in his telling a story and sharing 
impressions. If this is your first reading of a Kent book, you have a long list of other books ahead for this was his first 
book done as a "first person" storyteller. His desire for remote and wild landscapes to paint took him, and then takes 
us, through his work, to many other places over many decades. But none are any more delightful and majestic than this 
trip to Alaska. To check out the validity of this remote place, I took a trip to Fox Island several years ago, and though I 
didn't see it in the winter as Rockwell and his son did, it was dramatic, beautiful and matched the feeling I'd gotten 
when I first read the book years ago. The nice touch of this edition is that the editor, Doug Capra, has a very fine 
introduction to the book and Capra knows his subject. He has been researching Kent for years, but more than that, he 
has something to say and says it well. Few Kent editors do. But the book--it makes a wonderful Christmas gift because 
it has a really fine description of what a meaningful Christmas celebration can be in a remote place, shared with a 
hermit on the island, the father and little boy. There are some delightful details in this story: the food taken for the trip; 
the books for father and son; the rigerous baths when the bay freezes and the ice cold waters no longer are available. 
Kent is no ordinary artist, writer or father. And this is no ordinary adventure. It makes you wish, even yearn, for that 
place, that time, those people. I knew Rockwell Kent in the final few years of his life and he still carried that energtic 
view of life, that love of beauty and nature that comes alive in this small work. And three cheers to Doug Capra for 
bringing this new edition to life for it is of the quality for which Kent was famous in his published books. (A wretched 
edition of this treasure of a story was published a few years before and this edition puts to rest a Kent lover's dispair 
about having a bad edition of a Kent work on the shelves, any shelves. I almost never throw books away but this 
earlier paperback with bad design from cover to cover merits polluting a garbage pail.) So, invest in some good 
reading, some laughs and some wistful thoughts about what a wilderness adventure could be. And for those who have 
courage, still can be.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Ah! Peace and QuietVon Allen A. 
LongYou can pick this book off your library shelf any time, open it to any page, start at any paragraph and begin to 
feel a mantle of peace settle over your jangled nerves. "Wilderness" is the record of artist Rockwell Kent and his 9-
year-old son spending a winter in Alaska on Fox Island in Resurrection Bay, near Seward, with only one elderly 
Swede as a neighbor. This "journal of quiet adventure" nonetheless is exciting in the relationships between father and 
son and old Olson and between the Kents and the harsh winter weather. Beautifuly and profusely illustrated by 
Rockwell and Rockwell, Jr.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. An interesting view of Alaska 
and the 1 year adventure of KRVon Ein KundeI found this book to be very informative about the land and extream 
weather of Alaska but it ran a little dry quickly. This is a journal of around 9 months of Rockwell kents life while in 
Alaska. I have read other books that were written from journals and Kents does fair better then most. I can understand 
that a journal in Alsaka can run out of new and interesting things to write about and this book seemed to try to fill in 
the gaps with Kents thoughts and many philosophies. All in all I do recomend this book to anyone who really want a 
real veiw of what Alaska is actually like.

KurzbeschreibungA new paperback edition of Kent's first book, often referred to as "Alaska's 
Walden."Pressestimmen"Twenty-nine years after his death, Rockwell Kent has returned with a vengeance. Not since 
the height of his pre-McCarthyism popularity has so much of his work been available to the public." --
SmithsonianSmithsonian"Library Journal"Twenty-nine years after his death, [Rockwell] Kent has returned with a 
vengeance. Not since the height of his pre-McCarthyism popularity has so much of his work been available to the 
public. Scott Ferris, Smithsonian"Conservationists and ecologists should rejoice at the reappearance of this splendid 
diary telling of the winter of 1918 - 1919, during which the late Rockwell Kent and his 9-year-old son exulted in the 
beauties of Alaska s remote Fox Island. Kent s strong woodcuts and sketches perfectly complement an unaffected text 
that tells in an authentic and most effective way of unspoiled nature in all its glory . . . This book has considerable 
merit as an account of rugged life in Alaska, as a paean to the glories of nature, and as a record of Kent s graphic work. 
Library Journal"-Twenty-nine years after his death, [Rockwell] Kent has returned with a vengeance. Not since the 
height of his pre-McCarthyism popularity has so much of his work been available to the public.---Scott Ferris, 
Smithsonian-Conservationists and ecologists should rejoice at the reappearance of this splendid diary telling of the 
winter of 1918 - 1919, during which the late Rockwell Kent and his 9-year-old son exulted in the beauties of Alaska's 
remote Fox Island. Kent's strong woodcuts and sketches perfectly complement an unaffected text that tells in an 
authentic and most effective way of unspoiled nature in all its glory . . . This book has considerable merit as an 
account of rugged life in Alaska, as a paean to the glories of nature, and as a record of Kent's graphic work.---Library 
Journal"Twenty-nine years after his death, [Rockwell] Kent has returned with a vengeance. Not since the height of his 



pre-McCarthyism popularity has so much of his work been available to the public."--Scott Ferris, 
Smithsonian"Conservationists and ecologists should rejoice at the reappearance of this splendid diary telling of the 
winter of 1918 - 1919, during which the late Rockwell Kent and his 9-year-old son exulted in the beauties of Alaska's 
remote Fox Island. Kent's strong woodcuts and sketches perfectly complement an unaffected text that tells in an 
authentic and most effective way of unspoiled nature in all its glory . . . This book has considerable merit as an 
account of rugged life in Alaska, as a paean to the glories of nature, and as a record of Kent's graphic work."--Library 
JournalKurzbeschreibungA new paperback edition of Kent's first book, often referred to as "Alaska's Walden." 


