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Von David Levithan : Wide Awake  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, 
and all praised Wide Awake: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Courtesy 
of Teens Read TooVon TeensReadTooDecades from today, the results of the election are out, and for the first time in 
the history of the United States, a gay, Jewish president, Abraham Stein, has been elected. After the Greater 
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Depression, the War to End All Wars, the Reign of Fear, and the Jesus Revolution, the moment has arrived. Seventeen-
year-old Duncan, who has spent the last few months working with his boyfriend, Jimmy, as a volunteer at the 
campaign headquarters, can finally stand up for the Pledge of Allegiance because at last the words "with liberty and 
justice for all" make sense.But soon everything will take a 180-degree turn. The governor of Kansas, a member of the 
opposition party, demands a recount. Stein is determined to fight back, and asks all the people who have elected him to 
go to Kansas and show their support. Everyone at the election headquarters decides to board their bus that night and 
join this pilgrimage to Kansas.Duncan, always insecure, always wondering about what Jimmy will think and what will 
happen to their relationship, knows that going to Kansas is the right thing to do. It's the once in a lifetime opportunity 
to help write history, and he decides to board the bus despite his parents' disapproval.However, the trip proves to be 
more challenging than he thought. Duncan and Jimmy's relationship seems strained. Their friend Keisha finds out that 
her girlfriend, Mira, was having an affair with another girl in the group. And when the group arrives in Topeka, 
Kansas, they have to endure the insults and vicious attacks of the Decents (the supporters of the opposition party). 
They camp out in the center of town, along with more than half a million other people, with not much food, only a few 
accommodations, and no quick resolution in sight. Will it be worth it? Will justice prevail?When I pick up a book by 
David Levithan, certain things are a given. First, I know it's going to be well written. From a little poem, to a 
presidential speech, to a sex scene, Levithan proves once again with WIDE AWAKE that he's a talented writer and has 
a great deal of imagination. This entertaining novel, full of interesting characters, is a combination of a fun parody of 
good versus evil, and a love story.Reviewed by: Christian C.

KurzbeschreibungNow with exclusive bonus content from author David Levithan, the New York Times bestselling 
mind behind Every Day and Another Day. An emotional and politically charged novel thats a must-read for turbulent 
times when the very democratic process itself is called into question and basic rights are at risk. In the not-too-
impossible-to-imagine future, a gay Jewish man has been elected president of the United States. Until the governor of 
one state decides that some election results in his state are invalid, awarding crucial votes to the other candidate, and 
his fellow party member. Thus is the inspiration for couple Jimmy and Duncan to lend their support to their candidate 
by deciding to take part in the rallies and protests. Along the way comes an exploration of their relationship, their 
politics, and their country, and sometimes, as they learn, it's more about the journey than it is about reaching the 
destination. Only David Levithan could so masterfully and creatively weave together a plot that's both parts political 
action and reaction, as well as a touching and insightfully-drawn teen love story. A MARGARET A. EDWARDS 
AWARD WINNERFrom BooklistIn Boy Meets Boy (2003), Levithan created a town where being gay is no big thing. 
In his latest, he imagines a future America--after the Reign of Fear, after the Greater Depression, the War to End All 
Wars, the Jesus Revolution, and the Prada Riots. Living in this not quite but almost believable America are Duncan 
and his boyfriend, Jimmy, who start out the book rejoicing that Abe Stein, both gay and Jewish, has been elected 
president. Unsurprisingly, however, the governor of Kansas demands a recount, causing both Stein supporters and 
Stein haters to travel en masse to Kansas. Into this politically charged atmosphere go Duncan and Jimmy, who 
experience what proves to be a life-changing journey for them and their country. Levithan is best when he's focused on 
the two nuanced teenagers. Duncan's first-person narration--vulnerable, insecure, caring--absolutely sings, and his 
relationship with the outspoken Jimmy has all the awkwardness and intensity of first love. Clearly responding to 
current politics, Levithan's vision of the future occasionally dips into heavy-handed moralizing, but politics are so well 
integrated and thought-provoking that those moments are forgivable. As much about love as about politics, Levithan's 
latest reaches out to shake readers awake, showing them how each person's life touches another, and another, until 
ultimately history is made. Krista HutleyCopyright American Library Association. All rights reservedFrom School 
Library JournalGrade 9 UpIn this novel set in the near future, The Decents, who use God and family values to spread 
hate, are in the minority. The real Jesus freaks, who feel He would have loved everybody regardless of race, religion, 
or sexual orientation, have prevailed. Gay, Jewish Duncan Weiss, 17, is elated when gay, Jewish Abe Stein is elected 
President of the United States. Then the governor of Kansas calls the election into question. The teen and a busload of 
his friends travel to Topeka to join millions in protest. Duncans arc from well-meaning bystander to political 
participant stands as allegory to the uselessness of empathy without action. Levithans dialogue is as natural and 
evocative as ever, and elegant, persuasive political speeches help sustain the wondrous mood. Duncans friend Gus, a 
campy man-slut who ends each sentence with la, provides much-needed comic relief. The members of The God 
Squad, Janna and Mandy, are equally natural and believable. Oddly, though, the romances lack juice. Duncans earnest 
narrative will engage any teen who has felt powerless, but his militant boyfriend, Jimmy, is just too flat to care about. 
Keisha, Mira, and Sara, a love triangle of indistinguishable lesbians, speak of pain that readers never feel. The story 
still moves briskly, by force of the uncertain outcome more than by involvement with the characters. However, in 
conjuring a world where every vote actually counts, Wide Awake stands with Levithans extraordinary Boy Meets Boy 
(Knopf, 2003) in sheer creativity of plot, setting, and message.Johanna Lewis, New York Public Library Copyright 
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