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Von Chester G. Hearn : When the Devil Came Down to Dixie: Ben Butler in New Orleans before purchasing it

in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised When the Devil Came Down to Dixie: Ben
Butler in New Orleans:

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. The
Beast of New Orleans as real personVon Doug Vaughnl have always been fascinated with General Benjamin Butler
both because of the story of hisill fated term as military governor of New Orleans during the Civil War and because of


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B004HYFSGG

his physical image. The photographs aways show someone who seems to be a grotesque characature of a human
being rather than areal person, somehow appropriate for aman known as 'the Beast of New Orleans'. Thisbook is
significant not only for its detailed account of the conflicts and controversy that surrounded Butler during histimein
New Orleans, but also for providing enough complementary material to see him as more than an evil abberation. The
author does detail the evidence for Butler's depredations - his thefts, corruptions and overzel ous application of lethal
force - but also provides ample evidence that he was a complex and sometimes thoughtful person aswell. In one case,
he condemns a man to be hung because he had pulled down the union flag. The man's wife and children go to Butler to
plead for hislife. He refuses to stop the hanging but promises to be of whatever assistance he can be in the future.

Y ears later the widow approaches him to say that she has been cheated by her lawyer out of her life savings and that
she and her children are in jeapordy. Butler finds her a government job and, at his own expense, sees to the children's
education. A very complex 'devil' indeed.For those who enjoy new light cast upon old oversimplified history, this
book is excellent. Well written and with alot that is new to say, this book represents a chance to actualy learn
something new rahter than simply revisiting the old story.

KurzbeschreibungMuch controversy exists concerning Major General Benjamin F. Butler's administration in New
Orleans during the second year of the Civil War. Some historians have extolled the general as a great humanitarian,
while others have vilified him as a brazen opportunist, agreeing with the wealthy of occupied New Orleans who
labeled him "Beast" Butler. In this thorough examination of Butler's career in the Crescent City, Chester G. Hearn
reveals that both assessments are right.As a criminal lawyer prior to entering politics, Butler learned two great

lessons -- how to beat the rich and powerful at their own game, and how to succeed as a felon without being caught. In
New Orleans, Butler drew on these lessons, visibly enjoying power, removing those who questioned his authority, and
delighting in defeating his opponents. Because of his remoteness from Washington, he was able to make up his own
rules as he went along, surrounding himself with trusted friends and family members who had no choice but to keep
his secrets lest they incriminate themselves.Butler made every effort to humble the rich, who abhorred him and whose
sordid characterizations of his regime -- some true, some not -- became legendary. As Hearn explains, Butler's legacy
of corruption clouded many admirable aspects of his administration. He championed the poor, many of whom would
have starved had he not fed and employed them. He also established sanitation policies that helped rid the city of
disease and saved the lives of thousands of New Orleans' less-fortunate.Vividly describing Butler's childhood and his
political career before and after the war, Hearn deftly places Butler's New Orleans reign in the context of hislife. He
also offers new information on Butler, including the first investigation of his suspicious accumulation of great wealth
latein life.ln a fast-paced, colorful narrative, Hearn shows Butler to be a fascinating case study of contradictions, a
remarkable man with a politician's appetite for wealth and power as well as a sincere empathy for the poor. All Civil
War historians and buffs will savor thisriveting, insightful portrait of the man behind "the Beast.".deOne of the most
robust and astonishing characters of the Civil War, Major General Benjamin Butler has long deserved a modern
biographer. He finally has a skilled one in Chester G. Hearn, author of The Capture of New Orleans, 1862. Butler
headed the federal occupation of New Orleans, where he quickly imposed order on arebellious city. He also made out
like abandit, diverting an enormous amount of money into his personal coffers. High society scorned him for his
infamous "Woman Order," in which he castigated the "women (calling themselves ladies) of New Orleans' for
rudeness toward his troops. An international furor erupted over this purported slight to southern womanhood, but
history has always appreciated its comic element. "Butler--no matter where he was or what he did--attracted trouble,”
writes Hearn, who has given us a good rendering of an unforgettable man..comOne of the most robust and astonishing
characters of the Civil War, Mgjor General Benjamin Butler has long deserved a modern biographer. He finally hasa
skilled onein Chester G. Hearn, author of The Capture of New Orleans, 1862. Butler headed the federal occupation of
New Orleans, where he quickly imposed order on arebellious city. He also made out like a bandit, diverting an
enormous amount of money into his personal coffers. High society scorned him for his infamous "Woman Order," in
which he castigated the "women (calling themselves ladies) of New Orleans' for rudeness toward his troops. An
international furor erupted over this purported slight to southern womanhood, but history has aways appreciated its
comic element. "Butler--no matter where he was or what he did--attracted trouble,” writes Hearn, who has given us a
good rendering of an unforgettable man.



