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Von Vicki K. Black : Welcometo the Book of Common Prayer (Welcome to the Episcopal Church) before

purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Welcome to the Book of
Common Prayer (Welcome to the Episcopal Church):
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welcome volumeVon FrKurt MessickThe Book of Common Prayer is one of those books that helps shape my life and
spirituality. | was once asked to list books that have most influenced my life, vocational discernment and spirituality -

| had alist of important books I'd read, but | aso inserted a subset of books that continue to be of importance on a
regular basis; in this small collection of books, the Book of Common Prayer shared pride of place with the Bible as
onethat | most frequently read.l have collected editions of the Book of Common Prayer (with originsin the 1500s, it
continues to be updated in various guises in various parts of the word; the touchstoneis still is the 1662 Book of
Common Prayer, but my most frequently used edition now is the 1979 Book of Common Prayer edition by the
American Episcopal church), and also collect books about the Book of Common Prayer. Vicki Black'stext is part of a
series done by Morehouse Press, a publisher of Episcopal titles, who have introduced a'Welcometo..."' seriesto help
both newcomers and established members better understand different aspects of the church.Black's book is short and
accessible, and follows the 1979 BCP in structure. There are sections of this book that provide introduction and
commentary for each of the major sections of the Book of Common Prayer: Baptism, Eucharist, Daily Office, Church
Y ear, Making Vows (Confirmation, Marriage, Ordination), Pastoral Offices, and the 'extra bits.Whilethe BCPis
arranged in adifferent order from Black's chapters, the arrangement of chapters in Black's book follow the criteria of
'most-used' - there are parts of the book that are more frequently used than others. Each chapter in Black's book can be
read independent of the others for the most part, which makes this avery useful tool for Lenten studies, church groups
and others who might want to follow a different sequence.Black's first chapter opens with a comparison of the
Episcopal church in practice to ascenein 'Finding Nemo' - | knew | would love this book at that instant! The main fish
characters, Marlin and Dory, are swept up in a current that draws them along, together with a host of others, and it is
both the stream and the community that transforms them in their quest. This is analogous to the way the liturgy and the
community of the church should draw people in and carry them forward - 'we discover that we are not alone, and this
liturgical current of worship, prayer, and praise will indeed take us where we want to go - to union with the God we
seek to love.'After giving a brief, informative and honest history of the origins of the Book of Common Prayer
(including some of the political issues that no longer inform the reason for the BCP), Black proceeds to examine the
different parts of the book in seven additional chapters. Included in thisisabit of theological analysis, liturgical
practice, biblical basis, historical underpinnings, and questions for reflection and discussion (thislatter pieceisfar
from comprehensive, as the questions are open-ended to permit further questions to develop). Each of these implicitly
drawsinto an idea of scripture, tradition and reason as the pillars of the Anglican system.Thisis avery informative and
useful guide, both for those who are new to the Book of Common Prayer, and those who have held the book in their
hands through many editions all their lives.

Kurzbeschreibungln this guide for newcomers as well as lifelong Episcopalians, author Vicki Black helps readers
navigate the currents of Anglican liturgy and discover its richness and beauty. As we use the Book of Common Prayer,
Black says, we discover we are not alone, and thisliturgical current of worship, prayer, and praise will indeed take us
where we want to gounion with the God we seek to love. Welcome to the Book of Common Prayer shows readers
everything from where to find the Sunday collect to how to pray the Daily Office. But its more than a how-to. It offers
history and background that help make the prayer book a more meaningful part of the worship life of individuals and
congregations. With thoughtful reflection questions, thisis a perfect volume for parish study
groups.Kurzbeschreibungln this guide for newcomers as well as lifelong Episcopalians, author Vicki Black helps
readers navigate the currents of Anglican liturgy and discover its richness and beauty. As we use the Book of Common
Prayer, Black says, we discover we are not alone, and this liturgical current of worship, prayer, and praise will indeed
take us where we want to gounion with the God we seek to love. Welcome to the Book of Common Prayer shows
readers everything from where to find the Sunday collect to how to pray the Daily Office. But its more than a how-to.
It offers history and background that help make the prayer book a more meaningful part of the worship life of
individuals and congregations. With thoughtful reflection questions, thisis a perfect volume for parish study
groups.Synopsis An introduction to the prayer book of the Episcopal Church. The Book of Common Prayer is nearly
1,000 pages long, yet most Episcopalians have only a passing acquaintance with this book, which isa spiritual gold
mine. In this thorough introduction to the BCP, the author |eads readers through each of its parts, explaining the
history and background and helping make the book a more meaningful spiritual tool.



