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Von Shirley Brice Heath : Ways with Words: Language, Life and Work in Communities and Classrooms 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Ways with Words: 
Language, Life and Work in Communities and Classrooms: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. A 
Teacher's ViewVon CustomerTeaching in a high school with a large number of minority children can be challenging. 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B00D2WQ4G2


After reading this book, recommended by the debate teacher, I feel that I am better prepared. This book is an excellent 
resource for those wanting to understand the student from a background different form their own. If you plan to work 
in public school, this book is a must-read. I borrowed a friend's book, and then decided I had to have a copy of my 
own.

KurzbeschreibungWays with Words, first published in 1983, is a classic study of children learning to use language at 
home and at school in two communities only a few miles apart in the south-eastern United States. 'Roadville' is a white 
working-class community of families steeped for generations in the life of textile mills; 'Trackton' is an African-
American working-class community whose older generations grew up farming the land, but whose existent members 
work in the mills. In tracing the children's language development the author shows the deep cultural differences 
between the two communities, whose ways with words differ as strikingly from each other as either does from the 
pattern of the townspeople, the 'mainstream' blacks and whites who hold power in the schools and workplaces of the 
region. Employing the combined skills of ethnographer, social historian, and teacher, the author raises fundamental 
questions about the nature of language development, the effects of literacy on oral language habits, and the sources of 
communication problems in schools and workplaces.Pressestimmen'One of the classic texts in educational praxis.' 
American Scientist'Deserves to be widely read by all researchers on child language.' Journal of Child Language'A 
milestone in understanding the roots of school achievement.' London of Books'Should become a point of reference for 
all discussions of spontaneous oral story telling.' Harvard Educational ' captures the elusive nature of effective 
ethnography: involvement and empathy yield a sound and practical analysis.' Developments in Language Teachingber 
das ProduktThis book, first published in 1983, raises fundamental questions about the nature of language development, 
the effects of literacy on oral language habits, and the sources of communication problems in schools and workplaces. 
Heath focuses on two communities, 'Roadville' and 'Tracton', which are only a few miles apart, but the language 
especially in children are very different. 


