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Von Ken Ilgunas : Walden on Wheels: On the Open Road from Debt to Freedom  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Walden on Wheels: On the Open Road from Debt to 
Freedom: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen1 von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Ein 
wrdiger Nachfolger ...Von J.M.... fr Thoreau. Ich habe mir das Buch eigentlich nur gekauft, weil ich einen lngeren 
Urlaub in einem VW-Bus plane und mich mal vorab ber Probleme beim Leben in einem Van informieren wollte. Ich 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B00B77UDWU


hatte einen Ratgeber mit der Hintergrundgeschichte einer Biografie erwartet.Weit gefehlt: Die Geschichte beginnt 
nmlich mit dem begonnenen Studium des Autors. Da ist das Leben im Van noch in weiter ferne. Stattdessen begleitet 
der Leser den Autor von einerstreckenweise noch recht jugendlich und unreifen (altersentsprechend) Bachelor-
Studentenzeit ber das Abarbeiten der Schulden (und das damit einhergehende Erwachsenwerden) und das Master-
Studium im Van. Durch diese fast schon coming-of-age Erzhlstruktur bekommt die Geschichte unheimlich an Tiefe, 
folgerichtig und stringent werden die einzelen Schritte auf dem langen Weg zu der Entscheidung aufgezeigt, sich 
bewusst neben die Normen der Gesellschaft zu stellen, es wird bewusst auf eine zu sehr epigonale Nacheiferung 
verzichtet. Ergnzt wird das Buch durch eine poetische Sprache und gekonnte Erzhlweise, die nicht anbiedert oder 
langweilt.Ich empfehle das Buch uneingeschrnkt.

KurzbeschreibungIn this frank and witty memoir, Ken Ilgunas lays bare the existential terror of graduating from the 
University of Buffalo with $32,000 of student debt. Ilgunas set himself an ambitious mission: get out of debt as 
quickly as possible. Inspired by the frugality and philosophy of Henry David Thoreau, Ilgunas undertook a 3-year 
transcontinental journey, working in Alaska as a tour guide, garbage picker, and night cook to pay off his student loans 
before hitchhiking home to New York. Debt-free, Ilgunas then enrolled in a masters program at Duke University, 
determined not to borrow against his future again. He used the last of his savings to buy himself a used Econoline van 
and outfitted it as his new dorm. The van, stationed in a campus parking lot, would be more than an adventureit would 
be his very own Walden on Wheels. Freezing winters, near-discovery by campus police, and the constant challenge of 
living in a confined space would test Ilgunass limits and resolve in the two years that followed. What had begun as a 
simple mission would become an enlightening and life-changing social experiment. Walden on Wheels offers a 
spirited and pointed perspective on the dilemma faced by those who seek an education but who also want to, as 
Thoreau wrote, live deep and suck out all the marrow of life.KurzbeschreibungIn this frank and witty memoir, Ken 
Ilgunas lays bare the existential terror of graduating from the University of Buffalo with $32,000 of student debt. 
Ilgunas set himself an ambitious mission: get out of debt as quickly as possible. Inspired by the frugality and 
philosophy of Henry David Thoreau, Ilgunas undertook a 3-year transcontinental journey, working in Alaska as a tour 
guide, garbage picker, and night cook to pay off his student loans before hitchhiking home to New York. Debt-free, 
Ilgunas then enrolled in a masters program at Duke University, determined not to borrow against his future again. He 
used the last of his savings to buy himself a used Econoline van and outfitted it as his new dorm. The van, stationed in 
a campus parking lot, would be more than an adventureit would be his very own Walden on Wheels. Freezing winters, 
near-discovery by campus police, and the constant challenge of living in a confined space would test Ilgunass limits 
and resolve in the two years that followed. What had begun as a simple mission would become an enlightening and 
life-changing social experiment. Walden on Wheels offers a spirited and pointed perspective on the dilemma faced by 
those who seek an education but who also want to, as Thoreau wrote, live deep and suck out all the marrow of life.ber 
den Autor und weitere MitwirkendeKEN ILGUNAS was born in Hamilton, Ontario, and raised in Wheatfielda small 
rural-suburban town in Western New York where his family lives. At the moment, he's either tending a friend's garden 
in Stokes County, North Carolina, or traveling cross-country in his van. 


