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Von Sara Corbett : Venus to the Hoop: A Gold Medal Year in Women's Basketball  before purchasing it in order 
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Venus to the Hoop: A Gold Medal Year in Women's 
Basketball: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. The 
Story of Women's Basketball! Outstanding!Von Ein KundeSara Corbett, who wrote this book, had the opportunity of 
traveling with the winning U.S. Women's Basketball Olympic team from their early tryouts in April 1995 to their 
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glorious gold medal in Atlanta in 1996. She was there when they for the very beginnings and the selection process; she 
was there for their rigorous training under their coach, Tara Vanderveer; she was there during meals and long boring 
flights.Through a series of in-depth interviews, as well as 14 months of personalobservation, she has written the book 
that defines the major milestone in women's basketball gaining the public's awareness and acceptance. Each of the 12 
women on the team as well as their coach are skillfully profiled, and their stories weave in and out of the main focus of 
the book: BASKETBALL!.To her credit, Ms. Corbett, kept the focus on the game. She lets the player's hopes and 
dreams and divergent personalities emerge through the sport. Of course we get their backgrounds too. We see Sheryl 
Swoops and her adoring husband, we see the explosive personality of Dawn Staley who likes to make side wagers on 
everything; we see Rebecca Lobo having trouble keeping up with the training; and Lisa Leslie's love for dressing up. 
But most of all, we see them play basketball.In 1995, there wasn't even a basketball league for women. But during the 
time of their training for the Olympics, the possibility of two different leagues emerged -- the WNBA and the ABL. 
This was the major source of conflict between the members on the team during the course of the year. They had to put 
their disagreements aside though, and play basketball.And that they did. They played and played and played, wining 
every single one of the games they played during that year. The women's college teams were easy, but they struggled 
with the team from China and the team from Australia. They constantly traveled, and the fatigue and frustrations of a 
life on the road was clearly examined.Now, just a few years after the Olympics we take the WNBA for granted. 
American women now have an arena to play basketball professionally after college without going to Europe to play. 
The experiences playing for the European teams were usually unhappy. They were alone in foreign countries with a 
cultural barrier between themselves and their teammates. They were treated poorly, and sometimes punched and 
sexually intimated by their male coaches. It was never a pleasant experience.The women were proud to be on the 
Olympic team, but the pressure never let up. Each game was a different kind of challenge. I loved the descriptions of 
the games, and even though I knew the final outcome of each game, found my heart beating during the play by play 
action. The game became more than just an unidentified player running around the court. It was Sheryl and Teresa and 
Katrina and Dawn. It was Rebecca and Jennifer and Lisa and Carla. I followed the action. And I was right there on the 
court with them.One of the greatest things about this book, too, was how much it stirred me to learn more. My 
experience with basketball is limited and so I found myself confused at times with the pletora of terms: lay-up, 
posting; box up, screen. I therefore found myself going outside the confines of the book, asking questions of the 
basketball experts in my life, and looking up each player on the internet to find out where she is playing now and how 
she is doing.I loved this book, carried it everywhere and couldn't put it down. I was right there with the team all the 
way and shared the very real swells of emotion they were experiencing . I shared the pain of their injuries, the strain of 
their training, the adrenaline rush during the games. I shared he plays that didn't make it and the plays that did. I heard 
the roar of the crowd, felt the strain and the pain, and experienced the glory of the victory.The story of women's 
basketball is more than the story of this individual Olympic team. it is about the real opportunities that have opened for 
women in the world of sport. And, as a whole new generation of little girls are growing up with these possibilities now 
a reality, it is about the future.Highly highly recommended.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. 
Basketball as a metaphor for women's lives!Von Ein KundeSara Corbett's book is action-packed and beautifully 
written,but it's more than a story about the phenomenal rise of women'sbasketball and what the athletes who love the 
sport had to go through to get their new leagues: "Venus to the Hoop" is about women's lives and conflicts; about 
finding a new, strong vision of femininity; about women who pursue their dreams despite all odds. A great book for 
anyone interested in the lives of and psychological/political issues affecting women and girls, as well as for sports 
fans, and those who like a good, well-crafted read--for everyone!0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension 
hilfreich. An excellent readVon J. G. PrestonMy two daughters are junior high basketball players, and I picked up this 
book on a whim at a bookstore recently. I was gripped from page one and couldn't put it down after that. I can't tell 
you how many times I wanted to CALL Sara while I was reading this and tell her, "This is a great book!" But I trust 
other people have done that. You really get a sense of what being on that team was like, and I enjoyed this book 
immensely. It's on my list of all-time favorite sports books.

KurzbeschreibungIn the spring of 1995, twelve extraordinary basketball players were chosen to represent the United 
States in the year-long march to the 1996 Olympics. For Rebecca Lobo, Sheryl Swoopes, Lisa Leslie, and their 
teammates, winning the gold medal was only one of many goals. Around them swirled the dreams of the millions of 
young girls who played organized basketball, the hopes of the fans who sent the team an average of 125 pounds of fan 
mail each month, the multimillion-dollar bets of Nike, Champion, and other corporate sponsors, the promise of a new 
women's professional league, and not least, the hopes of female athletes across the country to gain the respect accorded 
male athletes.These women upon whom so much pressure rested included a runway model (who also happened to be 
one of the few women players able to dunk), a forward who barely survived a car accident that left her in coma, a 
collegiate sensation struggling to live up to her rep and her huge marketing contract from Reebok, a superstar known 



as "the female Michael Jordan," and a controversial, unrelenting coach. Nine of the women were black; three were 
white. Some were married, some single; some outspoken, some painfully shy. Some were rivals, some fast friends. 
How they came together, both on and off the court, is the subject of this wonderful celebration of the female 
athlete.From the Trade Paperback edition..deOne of the truly inspiring sagas of the 1996 Olympics was the dominating 
performance of America's other Dream Team, the women's hoopsters. Led by charismatic coach Tara VanDerveer--
she drove her players hard, but no harder than she drove herself--a group of 12 divergent personalities turned into an 
immensely appealing and cohesive unit. Between its formation and the Olympics, the team won all 51 games it played, 
then drove through the competition in Atlanta to win the gold medal. They also garnered some powerful intangibles--
recognition, respect, and the affection of the fans--that continue to remain more elusive to women's squads than men's. 
Journalist Sara Corbett was given exclusive access to the team for the duration. Her vivid narrative resonates with the 
tension and drama of competition in the spotlight, and nicely captures the pressures the team had to shoulder in its 
media-hyped role..comOne of the truly inspiring sagas of the 1996 Olympics was the dominating performance of 
America's other Dream Team, the women's hoopsters. Led by charismatic coach Tara VanDerveer--she drove her 
players hard, but no harder than she drove herself--a group of 12 divergent personalities turned into an immensely 
appealing and cohesive unit. Between its formation and the Olympics, the team won all 51 games it played, then drove 
through the competition in Atlanta to win the gold medal. They also garnered some powerful intangibles--recognition, 
respect, and the affection of the fans--that continue to remain more elusive to women's squads than men's. Journalist 
Sara Corbett was given exclusive access to the team for the duration. Her vivid narrative resonates with the tension 
and drama of competition in the spotlight, and nicely captures the pressures the team had to shoulder in its media-
hyped role. 


