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Von Adele Griffin : My Almost Epic Summer before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be
worth my time, and all praised My Almost Epic Summer:

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Courtesy
of Teens Read TooV on TeensReadT ool rene has a dream--to one day open a beauty salon specializing in the hairstyles
of famous book heroines. Y ou know, Great Women in Literature, like Franny Glass, Shug Avery, Janie from Their
Eyes Were Watching God. The only problem is, she's just been fired from her own mother's hair salon. Fired. By her
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own mother. Clearly, this hairstyling business is going to need a bit of work.But her mother and Judith Prior, owner of
a secondhand shop a few doors down from her mom's shop, approach her with a proposition for a summer job--Judith
will pay Ireneto babysit her two children, Lainie and Evan, for the summer. Suddenly Irene's plans of drawing more
hairstyles in her Heroine Heads notebook, of sunning herself on the beach, are thrown out the window in return for
watching two kids.She's relegated herself to a boring summer when she meets Starla, a new lifeguard at Larkin's Pond,
and suddenly Irene's days are looking up. Starlais everything that Irene is not--beautiful, outspoken, brazen, and
obsessed with boys. As Starla appears to take Irene under her wings, other things begin to fall by the wayside--like
Irene's responsibility towards Lainie and Evan, her good sense, and her easygoing natureMY ALMOST EPIC
SUMMER isaquick, entertaining read that will have you both laughing and cringing at the situations Irene finds
herself in. Although not as emotionally involved as most of Ms. Griffin's previous releases, thisis a great book for
summer reading! Reviewed by: Jennifer Wardrip, aka " The Genius'

Kurzbeschreibunglrenes got big dreamssomeday shes going to own an exclusive salon in L.A. Its agood thing she has
dreams, since her reality is harsh. Shesjust been fired from her moms beauty salon for her tear-jerking shampooing
technique, and isforced to take the only other job she can findbabysitting. Now shes stuck at the beach entertaining
kids while everyone else is having a glamorous summer. Will she ever get alife? Then Irene meets Starla, a mind-
bogglingly beautiful lifeguard, whose diva attitude, dangerous obsessions, male admirers, and fiery blog hold enough
real-life drama and romance to fill abook. Suddenly Irene finds that the countdown to real lifeisover and her fateisin
her own hands.From BooklistGr. 7-10. Irene loves hair and plans to open a salon someday. In the meantime, she
combines her stylist yearnings with her love of literature, drawing hairdos from great novelsin her ever-present
sketchpad. After she flops at washing hair at her mother's beauty shop, she's forced to take ajob babysitting. It's at the
beach, where she takes the kids to swim, that she first observes lifeguard Starla, a beautiful drama queen on whom she
getsagirl crush. Soon Ireneis checking out Starla's blog, and she quickly realizes that Starla has noticed her--and
appointed her the Witness, the person who will observe her vengeance against D., the boyfriend who dumped her. The
role includes Irene's watching Starlakey D.'s car. With Starla so hung up on D., it's disconcerting for Irene to realize
that D. isinterested in her. The operative words here are light and fluffy, but since the writer is the talented Griffin, the
book is much better than most chick lit. The characters, young and old, are al neatly, if not broadly drawn, and readers
will have lots of fun with this. llene CooperCopyright American Library Association. All rights reservediFrom School
Library Journal Grade 7-10-Avid reader Irene, 14, keeps a sketchbook of famous literary hairdos for her future salon,
Heroine Hairstyles, to be located in L.A., about as far from New Jersey as she can get. Things go awry when she's let
go three weeks into her summer job at her mother's beauty shop. Forced to take unglamorous work babysitting two
fidgety kids, the teen ignores her friends' e-mails (they're on interesting vacations), is impatient with her young
charges, and generally feels sorry for herself. At Larkin's Pond, she meets gorgeous lifeguard Starla Malloy and
becomes fascinated by her looks and cutting attitude. Irene tries to cultivate a friendship with the girl and suddenly life
goes from dreary to exciting. Starla scoffs at Irene's literary interests but uses a blog to write bad poetry to D, the
boyfriend who dumped her, and to make veiled (and atrociously misspelled) digs at Irene. Summer gets more
complicated when the latest of Irene's mother's volatile, drifter boyfriends takes off and the teen isleft trying to
console the heartbroken woman. As she gets in deeper with Starla, who is obsessing over her ex-boyfriend's regjection,
Irene finds herself attracted to the young man who spurned the lovely but spiteful lifeguard. Sometimes the protagonist
actslike atypical teen and at others she seems too wise and well read for her age, but Griffin has created vivid scenes,
believable dilemmas, and satisfyingly human charactersin this novel of self-discovery.-Roxanne Myers Spencer,
Western Kentucky University, Bowling Green Copyright Reed Business Information, adivision of Reed Elsevier Inc.
All rights reserved.



