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Von Justin Kaplan : Mr. Clemens and Mark Twain: A Biography (English Edition)  before purchasing it in order 
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Mr. Clemens and Mark Twain: A Biography 
(English Edition): 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen1 von 2 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Never a 
Better Twain Shall MeetVon BookreaderThis scholarly and readable life of Twain begins with his thirties and carries 
the master humorist through the glorious successes and bitter tragedies that would haunt him. Well written and full of 
insightful analysis into his real character this book brings to life a persoanlity so large that it took a new era (Gilded 
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Age) and two centuries to contain it! For his boyhood try Deep Waters- an equally good review of his wit and life.

KurzbeschreibungMark Twain, the American comic genius who portrayed, named, and in part exemplified Americas 
Gilded Age, comes alive in Justin Kaplans extraordinary biography.With brilliant immediacy, Mr. Clemens and Mark 
Twain brings to life a towering literary figure whose dual persona symbolized the emerging American conflict 
between down-to-earth morality and freewheeling ambition. As Mark Twain, he was the Mississippi riverboat pilot, 
the satirist with a fiery hatred of pretension, and the author of such classics as Tom Sawyer andHuckleberry Finn. As 
Mr. Clemens, he was the star who married an heiress, built a palatial estate, threw away fortunes on harebrained 
financial schemes, and lived the extravagant life that Mark Twain despised. Kaplan effectively portrays the triumphant-
tragic man whose achievements and failures, laughter and anger, reflect a crucial generation in our past as well as his 
own dark, divided, and remarkably contemporary spirit. Mr. Clemens and Mark Twain brilliantly conveys this 
towering literary figure who was himself a symbol of the peculiarly American conflict between moral scrutiny and the 
drive to succeed. Mr. Clemens lived the Gilded Life that Mark Twain despised. The merging and fragmenting of these 
and other identities, as the biography unfolds, results in a magnificent projection of the whole man; the great comic 
spirit; and the exuberant, tragic human being, who, his friend William Dean Howells said, was sole, incomparable, the 
Lincoln of our literature.PressestimmenHenry Nash Smith Mr. Clemens and Mark Twain is sure to remain for a long 
time the standard book about an extraordinary, complex personality and a career that touched almost every aspect of 
American culture in the later nineteenth century.John Kenneth Galbraith Even the best scholars, reading this book, will 
find themselves dangerously close to unqualified praise....Not only does Kaplan write economically and lucidly but he 
has a beautiful ear for Mark Twain's language, invention, and comedy.Arthur Schlesinger, Jr. Kaplan's book will 
undoubtedly be the portrait of Mark Twain for this generation.Howard Mumford Jones The richest, most subtle, and 
best-sustained analysis of Mark Twain anywhere to be found....This is a great book, one of the greatest analyses of an 
American personality.Maxwell Geismar Mr. Clemens and Mark Twain is bold and discerning in its treatment of the 
central conflicts of that primitive genius, Mark Twain. It is illuminating to me in the discussion of complex and 
puzzling aspects of a dark and doubled personality.KurzbeschreibungMark Twain, the American comic genius who 
portrayed, named, and in part exemplified Americas Gilded Age, comes alive in Justin Kaplans extraordinary 
biography.With brilliant immediacy, Mr. Clemens and Mark Twain brings to life a towering literary figure whose dual 
persona symbolized the emerging American conflict between down-to-earth morality and freewheeling ambition. As 
Mark Twain, he was the Mississippi riverboat pilot, the satirist with a fiery hatred of pretension, and the author of such 
classics as Tom Sawyer andHuckleberry Finn. As Mr. Clemens, he was the star who married an heiress, built a palatial 
estate, threw away fortunes on harebrained financial schemes, and lived the extravagant life that Mark Twain despised. 
Kaplan effectively portrays the triumphant-tragic man whose achievements and failures, laughter and anger, reflect a 
crucial generation in our past as well as his own dark, divided, and remarkably contemporary spirit. Mr. Clemens and 
Mark Twain brilliantly conveys this towering literary figure who was himself a symbol of the peculiarly American 
conflict between moral scrutiny and the drive to succeed. Mr. Clemens lived the Gilded Life that Mark Twain 
despised. The merging and fragmenting of these and other identities, as the biography unfolds, results in a magnificent 
projection of the whole man; the great comic spirit; and the exuberant, tragic human being, who, his friend William 
Dean Howells said, was sole, incomparable, the Lincoln of our literature. 


