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Von Melanie McGrath : Motel Nirvana: Dreaming of the New Age in the American Desert  before purchasing it 
in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Motel Nirvana: Dreaming of the New Age 
in the American Desert: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. A 
British woman's journey through the SouthwestVon Ein KundeI found McGrath's memoir to be a trenchant and often 
hilarious memoir not only of her wonderfully scruffy journey through the Southwest, but a gentle, well-written 
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metaphor for her own quest for the chimaera we call inner peace. The first few chapters had me guffawing at the 
incredibly crazy cast of characters she meets in Sedona, Santa Fe, and other new age hot spots. Believe me, writing 
this from the Bay Area, she's not so far off. Despite these peoples' desperate and very funny quests for nirvana, 
McGrath treats them as signs of the fin de siecle, signs of America's greater social malaise viewed through her own 
kind lens. Her book is one of the 'nicest' I've read in a while (not to mention funniest). If you're looking for fuzzy, new 
age enlightenment in this book, look elsewhere. If you're looking for sardonic clarity, it's here. Remarkably well-
written. Why is it American's don't write this well?0 von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. It's good, 
though strangeVon Ein KundeWell, to be honest, I have to say that this book is one of the strangest books I've ever 
read. But nevertheless it's okay, it's just like a LSD trip. Try it out...

KurzbeschreibungNow available in ebook format. Motel Nirvana is Melanie McGraths first published book.A book 
about the New Age movement and its American heartland. It concerns the author's travels around the south-western 
United States of Nevada, Colorado, New Mexico and Arizona, and her encounters with some of that region's most 
unusual communities and individuals.Motel Nirvana won the 1996 John Llewellyn Rhys Mail on Sunday prize for the 
best new British writer under 35..deA 30-year-old British woman travels around the southwestern United States, the 
focal point of the New Age movement and a desert landscape where "someone you can rely upon to have an opinion 
about soap opera or McDonald's turns out to have seen angels in her backyard and the man who sells you a cup of 
coffee thinks himself a reincarnation of Nefertiti." McGrath struggles to maintain a sense of ironic amusement as she 
encounters an assortment of eccentric folks, from a pudgy, sexually confused "angel" to a "convergence" of people 
who have achieved immortality--or claim to, at any rate--by deciding that they don't feel like dying. American readers 
may find some difficulty warming up to McGrath's British prose style, but the humor and insight in Motel Nirvana are 
well worth the effort. --Ron HoganKurzbeschreibungNow available in ebook format. Motel Nirvana is Melanie 
McGraths first published book.A book about the New Age movement and its American heartland. It concerns the 
author's travels around the south-western United States of Nevada, Colorado, New Mexico and Arizona, and her 
encounters with some of that region's most unusual communities and individuals.Motel Nirvana won the 1996 John 
Llewellyn Rhys Mail on Sunday prize for the best new British writer under 35. 


