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Von Ping Chen : Modern Chinese: History and Sociolinguistics  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or 
not it would be worth my time, and all praised Modern Chinese: History and Sociolinguistics: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. History 
of Modern ChineseVon Wang, Chao-HongThose interested in the history and development of modern Chinese will 
find this a must read. It covers the written and spoken language and has some interesting, little known points, such as 
the influence of Japanese on modern Chinese and the liberal policies of Beijing towards dialects. He also talks about 
Taiwan and Singapore and the status of the various Chinese "languages". Reading this book you realize what a modern 
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language Putonghua or Guoyu is in many ways. Informative yet easy to read this belongs on the bookshelf of any 
serious Chinese student. I hope Chen Ping is working on a follow up devoted to the spoken language and it's varieties.

KurzbeschreibungThe Chinese language, spoken by over one billion people, has undergone drastic changes over the 
past century in a way unparalleled at any time previously. This book presents a comprehensive account of the 
development of Modern Chinese from the late nineteenth century up to the 1990s, concentrating on three major 
aspects: Modern Spoken Chinese, Modern Written Chinese, and the Modern Chinese writing system. It describes and 
analyses in detail, from historical and sociolinguistic perspectives, the establishment and promotion of Modern Spoken 
Chinese and Modern Written Chinese and the reform of the Chinese script. Through an integrated discussion of these 
three areas of the language it highlights the close interrelationships between them and reveals the interaction of 
linguistic, historical and social factors in the development of Modern Chinese.Pressestimmen'Modern Chinese: History 
and Sociolinguistics is an excellent work, placing the development of modern Chinese in its social and historical 
context. Its publication is a great step forward for Chinese language studies and linguistics. It should be prescribed 
reading for all advanced students.' The Australian Higher Educationber das ProduktThe Chinese language has 
undergone drastic changes over the past century. This book presents a comprehensive account of the development of 
Modern Chinese from the late nineteenth century to the 1990s, describing the establishment of Modern Spoken 
Chinese and Modern Written Chinese, and the reform of the Chinese script. 


