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of Teens Read TooVon TeensReadTooEveryone saw the news splashed across the headlines or on the evening news 
reports. The wrong family was sitting beside a recovering girl in the hospital. How could it have happened? Read 
MISTAKEN IDENTITY to get the inside account from the two families that were involved in the unbelievable 
story.The story seems straight out of the movies, almost too hard to fathom. But the Van Ryn and Cerak families, 
aided by Mark Tabb, tell the story of how Whitney and Laura were misidentified and two families dealt with both joy 
and sorrow with the help of their unerring faith in God.Laura and Whitney were both students at Taylor University, a 
Christian college in Indiana. There were both in a school van on their way back to campus from a banquet with a few 
other people. A tractor trailer crossed the median and hit the side of the van, plowing it onto the side of the road. 
"Laura" was thrown 50-feet from the van. When rescue workers found her, a purse and ID nearby said that it was 
Laura Van Ryn. The photo on the ID looked enough like her. Thus began a five-week trial for both families.The Cerak 
family received a call that Whitney had died in the accident. An employee from the university had identified her for 
the family. Colleen couldn't bring herself to look at the empty shell of what was left of Whitney, knowing in her heart 
that the true spirit of Whitney was now standing before God. Had Colleen gone and identified the body, would the 
error have been caught on the first night? No one knows.The entire story is a bunch of "what ifs" by both families. 
Little things during "Laura's" recovery made family and friends question and wonder when "Laura" would return to 
her full self. But with the doctors and therapists constantly telling the Van Ryns that the neurons are firing but not 
necessarily connecting properly yet, no one gave it a serious second thought.Only after "Laura" starts to come out of 
her coma and respond to therapy do the questions truly get raised. When a therapist asks "Laura" to write her name -- 
out came "W-H-I-T-N-E-Y." In the next few days, the pieces all come together, and a forensic dentist verifies the 
worst news for the Van Ryn family: this is not Laura after all.What should be a story of loss for the Van Ryn family is 
a story of unerring faith. They are truly grateful for the time they spent with Whitney in the hospital. They are happy 
for the Ceraks' miracle and do not blame God.The Cerak family went through grief but knew that Whitney had lived in 
God's love and was in a better place. They had sorrow, but knew that they would all see Whitney sometime in the 
future. When the call came that she may still be alive, Carly, Whitney's sister, would not believe it. Not until she saw 
with her own eyes did she believe the miracle that Whitney was still alive.The story is so uplifting in the true belief 
both families have in God, that even in the time of sorrow they both experienced, the reader never once felt truly sad. 
The Van Ryn and Cerak families are both truly exceptional families. They are unwavering in their faith and love in 
God. They are both wonderful examples of a life lived to the fullest.Reviewed by: Jaglvr

KurzbeschreibungMeet Laura Van Ryn and Whitney Cerak: one buried under the wrong name, one in a coma and 
being cared for by the wrong family. This shocking case of mistaken identity stunned the country and made national 
news. Would it destroy a family? Shatter their faith? Push two families into bitterness, resentment, and guilt? Read this 
unprecedented story of two traumatized families who describe their ordeal and explore the bond sustaining and uniting 
them as they deal with their bizarre reversal of life lost and life found. And join Whitney Cerak, the sole surviving 
student, as she comes to terms with her new identity, forever altered, yet on the brink of new beginnings. Mistaken 
Identity weaves a complex tale of honesty, vulnerability, loss, hope, faith, and love in the face of one of the strangest 
twists of circumstances imaginable.KurzbeschreibungMeet Laura Van Ryn and Whitney Cerak: one buried under the 
wrong name, one in a coma and being cared for by the wrong family. This shocking case of mistaken identity stunned 
the country and made national news. Would it destroy a family? Shatter their faith? Push two families into bitterness, 
resentment, and guilt? Read this unprecedented story of two traumatized families who describe their ordeal and 
explore the bond sustaining and uniting them as they deal with their bizarre reversal of life lost and life found. And 
join Whitney Cerak, the sole surviving student, as she comes to terms with her new identity, forever altered, yet on the 
brink of new beginnings. Mistaken Identity weaves a complex tale of honesty, vulnerability, loss, hope, faith, and love 
in the face of one of the strangest twists of circumstances imaginable.Synopsis One tragic traffic accident. Five 
university students killed. One survivor. A shocking case of mistaken identity that thrust two families into a bond of 
grief and joy beyond imagining. This is the story of two students from Indiana's Taylor University, Lauren Vand Ryn 
and Whitney Cerak: one buried under the wrong name, one critically injured and in a coma being cared for by the 
wrong family, and the heart-wrenching discovery five weeks later that they had been mistaken for one another. The 
Van Ryns and Ceraks now come together, two years later, to recount the amazing drama as it unfolded. Not only do 
they reveal the inspiring healing journey of survivor Whitney Cerak as she comes to terms with her own identity -- 
now altered by the injuries she suffered -- but also the recovery of two traumatized families as they describe the bond 
of faith that sustains and unites them, as they each came to terms with their bizarre reversal of life lost and life found. 


