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would be worth my time, and all praised Incidents of Travel in Central America, Chiapas, and Y ucatan, Volume I: 001
(Incidents of Travel in Central America, Chiapas Y ucatan):

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen2 von 2 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Five
Starsis an understatementV on asker@pacbell.net (Alan Asker)Thisis one of the rare occasions when 5 stars doesn't
measure up to the book being rated. | have read every volume of "Incidents..." many times (there are two volumes of
this book, as well as two volumes of "Incidents of Travel in Y ucatan"), and I've also given the four volumes as gifts
many times. Additionally, | have traveled to most of the sites Stephens writes about, with book-in-hand, to
simultaneously gaze with wonder at the magnificient sketches made over 150-yrs ago, and at the same objects
sketched as they exist today. But thisis not the only attraction of these volumes. Unlike most books about archeology,
which are dry and overly academic, these volumes vividly recount the exciting, and often dangerous, day-to-day
adventures of a couple blokes looking for ancient lost citiesin aregion that just happens to be smack-dab in the middle
of asanguinary 19th-century civil war. These books could be mistaken for aterrific adventure novel, were it not for
the fact that every word istrue. Stevens graphic descriptions of the local characters and eventsis heavily laced with
humor and insight. What a delight these books are. | think I'll start reading them (again!).0 von 0 Kunden fanden die
folgende Rezension hilfreich. Outstanding Book!Von Pierre RenaultAs aresident of Mexico who enjoys my ruins and
travel within Mexico, this book offers afantastic glimpse into Mexico and the Y ucatan long before it became a resort
for Gringos. Not only isit well-written, but also has an excellent collection of visual drawings from atime long lost.
An excellent book, and as is always with Dover, and excellent value.

KurzbeschreibungFew explorers have had the experience of uncovering acivilization almost entirely unknown to the
world. But Stephen's two expeditions to Mexico and Central Americain 1839 and 1841 yielded the first solid
information on the culture of the Maya Indians. In thiswork, and in his other masterpiece Incidents of Travel in

Y ucatan, he tells the story of histravelsto some 50 ruined Mayan cities.In this book, he describes the excitement of
exploring the magnificent ruined cities of Copan and Palenque, and his briefer excursions to Quirigua, Patinamit,
Utatlan, Gueguetenango, Ocosingo, and Uxmal. For all these cities, his details are so accurate that more recent
explorers used the book as a Baedeker to locate ruins forgotten by even the Indians.In addition to being a great book
on archaeological discovery, Stephen'swork is also agreat travel book. Telling of journeying by mule back on narrow
paths over unimaginable deep ravines, through sloughs of mud and jungles of heavy vegetation, describing dangers of
robbery, revolution, fever, mosquitoes and more exotic insects, Stephen's narrative remains penetrating and alive. His
account of his attempt to buy Copan for $50 is told with the adroitness of aMark Twain, and his descriptions of Indian
life primitive villages afew miles from the ruins, burias, treatment of the sick, customs, amusements, etc. never lose
their interest.Frederick Catherwood's illustrations virtually double the appeal of the book. Highly exact, remarkably
realistic drawings show overall views, ground plans of the cities, elevations of palaces and temples, free-standing
sculpture, carved hieroglyphics, stucco bas-reliefs, small clay figures, and interior details.



