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Von Linda Dobson : Homeschooling: The Early Years: Your Complete Guide to Successfully Homeschooling 
the 3- to 8- Year-Old Child (Prima Home Learning Library)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not 
it would be worth my time, and all praised Homeschooling: The Early Years: Your Complete Guide to Successfully 
Homeschooling the 3- to 8- Year-Old Child (Prima Home Learning Library): 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. 
Homeschooling The Early Years is a great resource.Von Ein KundeExcerpts from a review I did for Home Education 
Magazine on this book:Linda Dobson's book, Homeschooling The Early Years: Your Complete Guide to Successfully 
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Homeschooling the 3 to 8 Year Old, is a wonderful resource for parents of young children. It is a celebration of 
children's innate curiosity and eagerness to learn about their world. She has captured the essential wonder of early 
childhood learning.While the book is full of parents'delightful stories about how children learned one thing or another, 
the theme Linda deftly brings forward into the spotlight is that learning is the natural pursuit of any child - "little 
learning machines," she calls them.The book is unique right from the beginning - an interesting brief overview of 
homeschooling diversity, building up to the comforting reassurance that "It doesn't matter where you begin - just 
begin!" This is a fairly radical notion for may of those in the first stage of comtemplating the move. New and 
prospective homeschoolers often want to have it all planned and orderly before they jump in. And yet, as Linda points 
out, you can expect a lot of perfectly comfortable change and admustment as you learn to tailor the homeschool to the 
child, rather than the child to the homeschool - it's just an onging process."Because it's so easy to change any aspect of 
homeschooling when necessary," she reassures the read, "you can get started with a minimum of worry and 
preparation. Once you're on the road, you'll constantly discover new information, resources, and friends to help you 
fine-tune your journey into the most rewarding and fun possible."Linda provides helpful insight into the nature of 
young children as learners, and the way they gather information as physical, sensory beings. This leads into an 
inspiring discussion of the importance of play, imagination, and creativity. "With schooling so firmly established in 
our culture and in our personal experience as the method for learning, it's often hard to grasp and accept the idea that, 
for the early years, play - unadulterated by adult 'good intentions' - is a powerful learning method...If we can bend our 
own thinking processes far enough to give play its rightful due, we could even call creativity the play of the 
mind."This is where the delightful stories start to come in - stories that capture the essence of how beautifully natural 
learning is for children. The stories highlight the magic that happens when a child has the opportunity to learn beyond 
the box.One very helpful chapter, The Joy of Learning With the Early Years Child, deals with tuning in to notice how 
your child learns. Again we find stories from other parents about their experiences with their children. Being able to 
share the revelations these "aha!" moments can go a long way in leading to one's own insights. The chapter also goes 
into building on strengths, and sensitively shoring up weaknesses. Socialization and relationships are discussed, as 
well as the ways families pass on their important values. Some interesting points are made about health and how it 
relates to schooling - and last, but not least, tips for making the transition from school and "getting started."Parents of 
young children sometimes want to homeschool, but don't have any idea how they'll go about teaching the important 
basics - the three Rs and related academic subjects. A lenghty section provides detailed practical tips, solid 
information, and referrals to favorite resources used by a variety of families. This is really a wonderful resource for 
those who feel ill-prepared to tackle all this - and it's an inspiring resource even for those who already feel confident. 
Again, the point is made that there are many successful ways to learn, and that "The methods used are as individual as 
fingerprints."That's such a captivating line: "The methods used are as individual as fingerprints." No one style of 
homeschooling is promoted in the book, but the constant theme of respecting and supporting individuality comes 
through loud and clear. "Once ready, homeschooled children learn to read at age 3 - or thirteen. They learn to read in 
one hour - or over the course of three years. They use workbooks - or comic books. They begin with easy readers - or 
Dad's Louis L'Amour novels. Their preparedness includes phonics or whole language or both or none - or their parents 
don't really know what they use, because they're too busy reading and learning to worry about naming it."The general 
styles of homeschooling are illustrated through parents' personal descriptions of the way their chidren go about 
learning, woven together by Linda's insightful running commentary. This is rich material, because it becomes obvious 
that the commonly used classifications of homeschooling "styles" are realistically referring to fairly amorphous 
processes. Ideally, a parent will be alert and sensitive to each child, nurturing interests, and being comfortable in 
making changes when something doesn't seem to be working. This is good for beginning homeschoolers to realize - 
that it can all be mixed and matched, and that it can, and probably will, keep changing and evolving. Too many people 
get frustrated and anxious, sometimes deciding homeschooling isn't for them, because of not being aware of how this 
dynamic can work. Homeschooling The Early Years should be quite effective in calming the beginners' anxieties that 
are based on limited expectations.Many other topics are covered, from financial challenges, single parenting, special 
needs, large families, to computer and internet resources, and much more. This is a solid resource - it touches the heart 
and provides bountiful food for the mind. I wish it had been available when I began the homeschooling journey.0 von 
0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. A wonderful read for anyone with young children!Von Ein KundeI 
am thrilled to have discovered this gem of a book while my children are still young. Linda Dobson presents 
homeschooling the young child as the exciting adventure that it is: "On the go, morning 'til night, doing, doing, doing. 
As naturally as a mountain spring, the early years child bubbles with energy. Unfortunately for little ones today, 
childhood energy is often considered a bad thing. Interestingly, it's most often considered a bad thing in the context of 
school." Children are natural little learning machines, as the author describes them. Each chapter covers an important 
aspect of learning with young children, including reading, writing, arithmetic and Beyond the Three R's. Included in 
each chapter are warmth, humor, many quotes from a diverse group of homeschoolers, and sections on Simple Starting 
Points and Resources. If you're thinking of homeschooling little ones, this is a must-read!0 von 0 Kunden fanden die 
folgende Rezension hilfreich. Wonderful book about homeschooling !Von Ein KundeThis is a wonderful book for 



anyone interested in homeschooling their young child. In an easy - to - read and follow format, it discusses most every 
issue of concern to homeschooling parents. It not only discusses facts about homeschooling (such as find out the laws 
in your state) but then brings together the experiences of many parents who are homeschooling to demonstrate that 
there is no one right way to HS your child. This book is enough to give me the confidence to begin on a 
homeschooling journey!

KurzbeschreibungDiscover the Rewards of Homeschooling Your Young ChildYoung children are full of curiosity, 
imagination, and a sense of wonder. They're willing to try new things and possess a natural joy of discovery. Yet in a 
traditional school, these natural behavior traits are too often squelched. That's why more and more parents just like you 
are choosing to teach their children at home during these critical yearsthe years that lay the foundation for developing 
learning skills that last a lifetime. Inside, respected homeschooling author Linda Dobson shows you how 
homeschooling can work for you and your young child. You'll discover how to: Tailor homeschooling to fit your 
family's unique needs Know when your child is ready to learn to read Teach your child arithmetic without feareven if 
you're math-challenged Give your child unlimited learning on a limited budget And much more! "Brings dazzling 
clarity to the otherwise nerve-wracking confusion of early learningand the adventure of becoming fully human. Highly 
recommended."John Taylor Gatto,former New York State Teacher of the Year and author of Dumbing Us Down 
"Provides a much-needed introduction to living and learning with young children. Open the book to any page and 
you'll find inspiring anecdotes and approaches to learning that leave the reader thinking, 'That just makes so much 
sense!' Highly recommended for anyone who lives, works, or plays with young children."Helen Hegener, managing 
editor of Home Education Magazine "An information-packed delight; I only wish it had been around when our three 
boys were three to eight years old."Rebecca Rupp, author of The Complete Home Learning Sourcebook "This book 
brings together the experience and wisdom of a great variety of homeschooling familiestied together with warm 
encouragement and wonderful simplification of processes that can seem so mysterious and daunting to the beginner. A 
very solid resource!"Lillian Jones, homeschooling activist, writer, and reviewerFrom the Trade Paperback 
edition..deNothing beats seeking the voice of experience if you want to join the estimated 1 to 3 million parents who 
teach their children at home. Here's a guide that comes direct from the experts: a mother of two homeschooled, now-
grown children and 83 homeschooling families she surveyed. Their stories make reading this starter kit on teaching 
ages 3 to 7 worthwhile. For those ready to take on what author Linda Dobson calls "a natural extension of being a 
good parent," the manual provides at-a-glance boxes of insightful anecdotes called "How We Did It," as well as lists at 
the end of each chapter of helpful books, magazines, Web sites, software, and computer message boards that connect 
homeschooling households. The straightforward writing covers the basics on reading, writing, and math; different 
teaching approaches; organizing a curriculum; even how to deal with skeptical relatives and spouses. There are no 
specifics on each states' homeschooling requirements, which vary widely. But as a primer for parents starting out, the 
book serves as a confidence builder and an inspiring how-to guide. --Jodi Mailander Farrell.comNothing beats seeking 
the voice of experience if you want to join the estimated 1 to 3 million parents who teach their children at home. 
Here's a guide that comes direct from the experts: a mother of two homeschooled, now-grown children and 83 
homeschooling families she surveyed. Their stories make reading this starter kit on teaching ages 3 to 7 worthwhile. 
For those ready to take on what author Linda Dobson calls "a natural extension of being a good parent," the manual 
provides at-a-glance boxes of insightful anecdotes called "How We Did It," as well as lists at the end of each chapter 
of helpful books, magazines, Web sites, software, and computer message boards that connect homeschooling 
households. The straightforward writing covers the basics on reading, writing, and math; different teaching 
approaches; organizing a curriculum; even how to deal with skeptical relatives and spouses. There are no specifics on 
each states' homeschooling requirements, which vary widely. But as a primer for parents starting out, the book serves 
as a confidence builder and an inspiring how-to guide. --Jodi Mailander Farrell 


