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Von Neil Cross : Heartland (English Edition)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised Heartland (English Edition): 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen1 von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Neil und 
Derek CrossVon kyrrdisNeil Cross erzhlt in diesem Buch von seiner Kindheit zwischen Bristol und Edinburgh, die vor 
allem von seinem Verhltnis zu seinem Stiefvater Derek geprgt war. Derek Cross war offensichtlich fr den kleinen Neil 
ein Traum(stief)vater, der alles das fr ihn gemacht hat, was sein leiblicher Vater, ihm entfremdet durch eine 
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Stiefmutter, niemals getan hat. Doch im Lauf der Zeit merkt Neil, dass etwas ganz und gar nicht stimmt mit Derek, der 
eine mehr als hssliche Seite hat.Das Buch ist ein Phnomen, da es eigentlich nur eine vielleicht gar nicht so 
ungewhnliche Geschichte einer schwierigen Kindheit eines unsicheren Kindes zwischen zwei Familien erzhlt. Und 
doch hat es sich unglaublich spannend gelesen und Cross hat uns sein kindliches Alter ego so plastisch vor Augen 
gefhrt, dass man sich frmlich gefhlt hat, als stecke man in der Haut dieses Knaben. Ich bin mir nicht sicher, ob ich nun 
wirklich wei, wer Derek war, aber eines wei ich mit Bestimmtheit, Neil Cross kann wahnsinnig gut erzhlen.

KurzbeschreibungWhen Neil Cross was five years old, his mother left him. No note, no phone call, just an empty 
house and a brow-beaten father. Two years later, she came back for her son. She was not alone. Neil's new step-father 
was a South-African white supremacist. He was a serial adulterer, a thief, a con man, a racist and a liar. And in many 
ways, he was the perfect father. In their backstreet Edinburgh slum, Derek Cross introduced Neil to Tom Sawyer, 
Kidnapped, and The Three Musketeers, and whilst his step-son battled violent anti-English racism everyday in the 
playground, Derek discovered a new way to isolate his family; he became a Mormon Bishop in the Church of the 
Latter Day Saints. This is a story about being raised a racist and an outsider - and overcoming it; about family and step-
family; about class and religion; and about how resentment breeds violence. And it's about what, in the end, the love of 
books can do for you.PressestimmenThe most disturbingly vivid fast-track into childhood s unexpressed hugeness, that 
I have come across... Fiction cannot compete with this. "The Age "(Melbourne) Moving and engrossing... "Heartland" 
is a tour de force. "Daily Mail" Cross has given his own life story the shapeliness and ironic depth of fiction. "The 
Sunday Times" A wonderful memoir... a great example of how to wrest real life into a work of art. "The Guardian" 
Straight from the heart. Quite simply it cannot be faulted. "The Big Issue" The way Cross puts the authorial boot in, 
tears shining in his eyes, is riveting. "The Independent"""The most disturbingly vivid fast-track into childhood's 
unexpressed hugeness, that I have come across . . . Fiction cannot compete with this." --The Age (Melbourne) 
"Moving and engrossing . . . Heartland is a tour de force." --Daily Mail "Cross has given his own life story the 
shapeliness and ironic depth of fiction." --The Sunday Times "A wonderful memoir . . . a great example of how to 
wrest real life into a work of art." --The Guardian "Straight from the heart. Quite simply it cannot be faulted." --The 
Big Issue "The way Cross puts the authorial boot in, tears shining in his eyes, is riveting." --The 
IndependentKurzbeschreibungWhen Neil Cross was five years old, his mother left him. No note, no phone call, just an 
empty house and a brow-beaten father. Two years later, she came back for her son. She was not alone. Neil's new step-
father was a South-African white supremacist. He was a serial adulterer, a thief, a con man, a racist and a liar. And in 
many ways, he was the perfect father. In their backstreet Edinburgh slum, Derek Cross introduced Neil to Tom 
Sawyer, Kidnapped, and The Three Musketeers, and whilst his step-son battled violent anti-English racism everyday 
in the playground, Derek discovered a new way to isolate his family; he became a Mormon Bishop in the Church of 
the Latter Day Saints. This is a story about being raised a racist and an outsider - and overcoming it; about family and 
step-family; about class and religion; and about how resentment breeds violence. And it's about what, in the end, the 
love of books can do for you. 


