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Von Chester E. Finn, Bruno V. Manno, Gregg Vanourek : Charter Schools in Action: Renewing Public 
Education  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Charter 
Schools in Action: Renewing Public Education: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Charter 
Schools in Action Gets An AVon David from WashingtonCharter Schools in Action is a timely and thoughtful work 
that makes an important contribution to America's education debate.Finn, Manno and Vanourek provide a well-
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researched study of the operation and promise of the charter school phenomenon. By mixing interviews conducted at 
dozens of charter schools throughout the country along with their empirical data, they provide real-life anecdotes that 
give the reader a better understanding of the ways in which charter schools compare to and differ from other 
educational institutions than do most studies I have read. The inclusion of these profiles makes this book accessible to 
parents as well as to academic readers.The timing of this book could not be better. As Congress works to reauthorize 
the Elementary and Secondary Education Act this year and as the likely presidential nominees of both major political 
parties debate whether and how to reform our nation's high schools, it is vital that policy makers understand the 
strengths and weaknesses of charter schools. Charter Schools in Action provides the reader with information about 
what charter schools have done well and where they need to improve to help policy makers come to their own 
conclusions about how this 90's development should fit into our education debate for the new decade. Before anyone 
jumps to conclude that charter schools are a cure-all or rushes to condemn charter schools as harmful to or 
incompatible with traditional public education, they should read Charter Schools in Action. And when they do they 
will come to recognize that the education debate that will occur this year and in the future should be first and foremost 
about doing what will best prepare America's children, whatever their backgrounds, to compete and achieve in the 21st 
Century.

KurzbeschreibungCan charter schools save public education? This radical question has unleashed a flood of opinions 
from Americans struggling with the contentious challenges of education reform. There has been plenty of heat over 
charter schools and their implications, but, until now, not much light. This important new book supplies plenty of 
illumination.Charter schools--independently operated public schools of choice--have existed in the United States only 
since 1992, yet there are already over 1,500 of them. How are they doing? Here prominent education analysts Chester 
Finn, Bruno Manno, and Gregg Vanourek offer the richest data available on the successes and failures of this exciting 
but controversial approach to education reform. After studying one hundred schools, interviewing hundreds of 
participants, surveying thousands more, and analyzing the most current data, they have compiled today's most 
authoritative, comprehensive explanation and appraisal of the charter phenomenon. Fact-filled, clear-eyed, and hard-
hitting, this is the book for anyone concerned about public education and interested in the role of charter schools in its 
renewal.Can charter schools boost student achievement, drive educational innovation, and develop a new model of 
accountability for public schools? Where did the idea of charter schools come from? What would the future hold if this 
phenomenon spreads? These are some of the questions that this book answers. It addresses pupil performance, 
enrollment patterns, school start-up problems, charges of inequity, and smoldering political battles. It features close-up 
looks at five real--and very different--charter schools and two school districts that have been deeply affected by the 
charter movement, including their setbacks and triumphs. After outlining a new model of education accountability and 
describing how charter schools often lead to community renewal, the authors take the reader on an imaginary tour of a 
charter-based school system.Charter schools are the most vibrant force in education today. This book suggests that 
their legacy will consist not only of helping millions of families obtain a better education for their children but also in 
renewing American public education itself..deFew have studied the issue of charter schools for as long or as closely as 
Chester E. Finn Jr., Bruno V. Manno, and Gregg Vanourek. The product of several years of analysis and detailed case 
studies, Charter Schools in Action is a comprehensive look at the various laws, policies, and personalities that make up 
this fledgling reform effort. Parents, teachers, policymakers, and especially potential charter school owners will find 
the information invaluable. In fact, Finn, Manno--both former U.S. secretaries of education--and Vanourek have so 
thoroughly documented their research that the book threatens at times to bury the reader beneath a mass of facts, 
figures, and graphs. Still, this is no dry tome. Interviews with superintendents and school owners are combined with 
detailed features of schools, students, and parents, many of which paint a rosy portrait of the program. There is no 
mistaking the enthusiasm and passion these men share for charter schools--they contend that they are one of the last 
hopes for renewing public education, and they want them to succeed. They do their best to dispel negative notions of 
the program, such as the complaint that they tend to underserve disabled children and that they rob funds from 
traditional public schools. And when they do point out problems, they also offer prescriptions for healthy change, 
arguing, for example, for better accountability and a built-in system of checks and balances. Charter Schools in Action 
is simply a must for anyone who seeks a solid understanding of the subject. --Jodi Mailander FarrellPressestimmenThe 
authors offer a thorough and evenhanded overview of the good, the bad and the confusing of the charterschool 
movement. -- Rebecca Jones "American School Board Journal"The best book yet on charter schools . . .The best book 
yet on charter schools . . . -- David Osborne, Washington Post MagazineThe best book yet on charter schools . . . -- 
David Osborne, Washington Post MagazineThe best book yet on charter schools . . .--David Osborne "Washington 
Post Magazine "A book that anyone interested in learning how charter schools have changed American education 
needs to read.--Martin Morse Wooster "The Washington Times "[The authors] offer a thorough and evenhanded 
overview of the good, the bad and the confusing of the charterschool movement.--Rebecca Jones "American School 



Board Journal "A book that is masterful for its clarity of purpose, organization, and at times humor . . . This is a book 
that anyone with an interest in seriously reforming public education will find useful.--Nina Shokraii Rees 
"Philanthropy "A book that is masterful for its clarity of purpose, organization, and at times humor . . . This is a book 
that anyone with an interest in seriously reforming public education will find useful.--Nina Shokraii Rees 
"Philanthropy "The best book yet on charter schools . . .--David Osborne "Washington Post Magazine "A book that 
anyone interested in learning how charter schools have changed American education needs to read.--Martin Morse 
Wooster "The Washington Times "[The authors] offer a thorough and evenhanded overview of the good, the bad and 
the confusing of the charterschool movement.--Rebecca Jones "American School Board Journal ""The best book yet 
on charter schools . . ."--David Osborne, "Washington Post Magazine""The best book yet on charter schools."--David 
Osborne, "Washington Post Magazine""A book that is masterful for its clarity of purpose, organization, and at times 
humor . . . This is a book that anyone with an interest in seriously reforming public education will find useful."--Nina 
Shokraii Rees, Philanthropy"The best book yet on charter schools."--David Osborne, Washington Post Magazine"A 
book that anyone interested in learning how charter schools have changed American education needs to read."--Martin 
Morse Wooster, The Washington Times"[The authors] offer a thorough and evenhanded overview of the good, the bad 
and the confusing of the charterschool movement."--Rebecca Jones, American School Board Journal-A book that is 
masterful for its clarity of purpose, organization, and at times humor . . . This is a book that anyone with an interest in 
seriously reforming public education will find useful.---Nina Shokraii Rees, Philanthropy-The best book yet on charter 
schools.---David Osborne, Washington Post Magazine-A book that anyone interested in learning how charter schools 
have changed American education needs to read.---Martin Morse Wooster, The Washington Times-[The authors] offer 
a thorough and evenhanded overview of the good, the bad and the confusing of the charterschool movement.---
Rebecca Jones, American School Board Journal 


