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Von Kathryn S. Olmsted : Challenging the Secret Government: The Post-Watergate Investigations of the CIA 
and FBI  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Challenging 
the Secret Government: The Post-Watergate Investigations of the CIA and FBI: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen1 von 1 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. A Not-
So-Distant MirrorVon Ein KundeIf anyone still believes the mainstream press protects the interests of the average 
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citizen, this book will disabuse you of that notion very quickly. Olmstead delivers a fascinating and lively expose of 
how the Washington press corps -- faced with a real opportunity in the 1970s to bring light and accountability into one 
of the darkest corners of our government -- turned tail and ran. Her book goes a long way towards explaining why 
media coverage of the so-called "intelligence community" is so lame and subservient, even to this day. Well-written, 
thoroughly enjoyable, and damned infuriating.0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. 
Comprehensive Understanding of the Facts, Spin-freeVon Ein KundeThere have been so many books on this subject 
which have attempted to present one or another political party's point of view in a convincing manner that it is truly 
refreshing to read an author who gets her facts straight and lets the reader come to his or her own conclusions. Olmsted 
looks carefully at these investigations, and presents them honestly and with understanding. Good job!0 von 0 Kunden 
fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. A good lesson in political history, not very revealingVon Ein KundeWritten 
from a typical partisan perspective, i.e. republicans, democrats, liberals, conservatives. No mention of participants' 
connections to Elite groups, i.e. Council on Foreign Relations, Trilateral Commission, Bilderbergs. A good 
documentary, none the less.

KurzbeschreibungJust four months after Richard Nixon's resignation, New York Times reporter Seymour Hersh 
unearthed a new case of government abuse of power: the CIA had launched a domestic spying program of Orwellian 
proportions against American dissidents during the Vietnam War. The country's best investigative journalists and 
members of Congress quickly mobilized to probe a scandal that seemed certain to rock the foundations of this secret 
government. Subsequent investigations disclosed that the CIA had plotted to kill foreign leaders and that the FBI had 
harassed civil rights and student groups. Some called the scandal 'son of Watergate.' Many observers predicted that the 
investigations would lead to far-reaching changes in the intelligence agencies. Yet, as Kathryn Olmsted shows, neither 
the media nor Congress pressed for reforms. For all of its post-Watergate zeal, the press hesitated to break its long 
tradition of deference in national security coverage. Congress, too, was unwilling to challenge the executive branch in 
national security matters. Reports of the demise of the executive branch were greatly exaggerated, and the result of the 
'year of intelligence' was a return to the status quo. American History/JournalismPressestimmenThis is a fascinating 
study."Publishers Weekly"Perceptive and gracefully written history."Journal of American History"Kathryn Olmsted 
has provided a useful summary of the Frank Church and Otis Pike investigations."Nation"Olmsted successfully 
confronts and refutes the heroic myths surrounding post-Watergate journalism."Nation"This important book is timely 
as the future of the CIA is debated in both the scholarly and government communities."Choice"KurzbeschreibungJust 
four months after Richard Nixon's resignation, New York Times reporter Seymour Hersh unearthed a new case of 
government abuse of power: the CIA had launched a domestic spying program of Orwellian proportions against 
American dissidents during the Vietnam War. The country's best investigative journalists and members of Congress 
quickly mobilized to probe a scandal that seemed certain to rock the foundations of this secret government. 
Subsequent investigations disclosed that the CIA had plotted to kill foreign leaders and that the FBI had harassed civil 
rights and student groups. Some called the scandal 'son of Watergate.' Many observers predicted that the investigations 
would lead to far-reaching changes in the intelligence agencies. Yet, as Kathryn Olmsted shows, neither the media nor 
Congress pressed for reforms. For all of its post-Watergate zeal, the press hesitated to break its long tradition of 
deference in national security coverage. Congress, too, was unwilling to challenge the executive branch in national 
security matters. Reports of the demise of the executive branch were greatly exaggerated, and the result of the 'year of 
intelligence' was a return to the status quo. American History/Journalism 


