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Von Robyn Schneider : Better Than Yesterday  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised Better Than Yesterday: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Courtesy 
of Teens Read TooVon TeensReadTooFour friends together again in summer session at boarding school. Can you 
even imagine the adventures?Skylar, Marissa, Charley, and Blake are seventeen. It's the summer before their senior 
year. They are moving into Hilliard Preparatory School for the summer session. They spent summer session their 
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freshman year together and are hoping to relive those great times.However, things have changed. Skylar regrets her 
freshman experience learning about "love" from Blake's older brother, Kyle. It wasn't really a boost for her reputation. 
Charley's always had a crush on Skylar, but figured it was hands-off because of Blake. Blake's parents have recently 
shocked him by announcing the news that they've lost their fortune. Marissa, as Skylar's conservative roommate, is 
about to risk it all to save another.It's a learning experience for everyone. There's learning about real love and the 
bonds of friendship. There's discovering the courage to stand up for what one believes, even if that means defying the 
wishes and dreams of parents. All four characters live life to the fullest during this last summer together. Despite their 
crazy and often unwise adventures, their story is filled with positive life lessons many teen readers will relate to and 
many adult readers will remember.Robyn Schneider has written a winner. Her characters are believable even if you 
didn't attend boarding school. She entertains with typical high-risk teen behavior, but she adds the important lessons 
we all want to communicate to our children. Readers should definitely give Schneider a try and be on the lookout for 
what she serves up next.Reviewed by: Sally Kruger, aka "Readingjunky"

KurzbeschreibungAt the elite Hilliard Preparatory School, the competition is fierce, the gossip is worse, and Blake 
Dorsey has just arrived back on campus after an unexplained two-year absence.Skylar Banks has a hunch Blake's in 
trouble. Skylar's the most likely candidate for valedictorian, but she's no stranger to tricky situations herself. She's got 
a reputation for taking her relationships straight from JV to varsity, and that rep is about to catch up with her.Charley 
Morton doesn't have time for Blake's problemsnot if he plans to get into Harvard like his parents expect, or to win over 
his dream girl (a.k.a. Skylar). But then Blake takes off for New York City, and Charley, Skylar, and her roommate, 
Marissa, have no choice but to risk their perfect transcripts to find him. It's a journey that will change the way they see 
each other and themselvesforever.From the Hardcover edition.From BooklistImagine the Gossip Girl books set during 
summer school, with fewer characters and a more serious bent. In her debut novel, Schneider, a student at Barnard 
College, captures the pressure-cooker atmosphere of prep school and delivers realistic teen thoughts and dialogue. 
After Blake, a fellow student with a troubled past, disappears to New York, Skylar and Charley, the two top students at 
Hilliard Preparatory School, follow, believing that they need to rescue him. As they search through the glamorous, 
young party circuit in Manhattan, they gain new insights into themselves and their relationships. Schneider includes 
lots of references to sexual activity and drinking, and, like the Gossip Girls books, the designer labels and pop-culture 
references will ultimately date this title. This is a fun, fast read, though, filled with characters who prove that money 
can't buy happiness. References to classic literature, including cleverly titled chapters, may inspire readers to seek out 
the original texts. Debbie CartonCopyright American Library Association. All rights reservedFrom School Library 
JournalGrade 10 UpThis story of four friends who are attending summer session before senior year at their New 
England boarding school is told by Skylar and Charley, in alternating chapters. Hilliard is known for sending its 
graduates to top colleges, and the pressure to excel is sometimes overwhelming. Charley struggles to be the student his 
parents expect him to be. Skylar, who has a "scandalous" reputation, is senior honoree. Marissa, her roommate, is on 
scholarship and a lover of fantasy and sci-fi who doesn't quite fit in. Blake, who has returned after a two-year absence, 
seems darker and on a path of self-destruction. Charley and Skylar flirt with romance; Blake disappears, and the others 
jeopardize their class rankings by heading to New York to find him. The beginning of the novel is overstuffed with 
raw language, drug use and smoking, and sexual references, which diminish as the book progresses. Skylar's voice is 
similarly uneven. At first, she talks in asides and lists, and then she becomes more readable and less shallow. Charley 
is endearing and the most well-developed character. His passion is music, and his rebellion against his parents' desire 
for him will have readers cheering. Blake's dark side and meltdown are never fully explained, and his story is wrapped 
up too neatly. Marissa is an underdeveloped figure. Literary references appear throughout. Readers who enjoy Cecily 
von Ziegesar's "Gossip Girl" series (Little, Brown) may like this title, but wait for the paperback.Heather E. Miller, 
Homewood Public Library, AL Copyright Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights 
reserved. 


