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Von Joan Bauer : Best Foot Forward  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my 
time, and all praised Best Foot Forward: 

KundenrezensionenHilfreichste Kundenrezensionen0 von 0 Kunden fanden die folgende Rezension hilfreich. Courtesy 
of Teens Read TooVon TeensReadTooShe did it again! Joan Bauer hooked me on yet another novel about selling 
shoes!I had previously read RULES OF THE ROAD, where we were introduced to Jenna Boller. In BEST FOOT 
FORWARD we again root for Jenna of Gladstone Shoes. I even *ahem* took this book to church to read between 
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Sunday School and the church service. It was that good.Mrs. Gladstone puts Jenna in charge of Tanner, a boy Jenna's 
age, after he tries to steal some shoes from them. Jenna's not sure letting him work for the company is the best idea 
Mrs. Gladstone has had; even so, Jenna's confidence grows as she encourages Tanner to be his best.Changes are 
coming fast since the merger of Gladstone Shoes and Shoe Warehouse Corporation. Advertising strategies become 
distasteful. The quality of the product is suffering. Jenna and Mrs. Gladstone's questions aren't being answered.When 
the higher-ups in the company begin making unethical business decisions, Mrs. Gladstone entrusts Jenna with the 
investigation. When Jenna finds out that Mrs. Gladstone's son is involved, she has to confide in somebody. Jenna 
chooses Tanner and is astounded at the things he's noticed. She prepares Mrs. Gladstone for the bad news and shares 
an understanding of being disappointed by someone you love.BEST FOOT FORWARD is remarkable in its premise 
of teens doing the right thing only because it's the right thing to do. This is a common theme throughout Ms. Bauer's 
books, and, once again, she has made me grateful that I'm lucky enough to spend time with teens and that I have the 
privilege of making an impression upon them - as they do on me.This is another Joan Bauer must-read!Reviewed by: 
Cana Rensberger

KurzbeschreibungThe must-read sequel to the beloved Rules of the Road, from award-winning author Joan 
Bauer.Jenna Boller is dripping with newfound maturity after her life-altering summer on the road. She has a job she 
loves at Gladstone Shoes, a best friend who makes her laugh, and a dysfunctional family she's learning how to handle. 
Jenna feels ready for anythinguntil Tanner Cobb, a guy with a past, a police record, and dangerously good looks, 
walks into her life. Suddenly Jenna's surrounded by crises, including a shoe empire on the verge of crumbling. 
Tanner's street smarts seem to be what Jenna needs, but can she trust him enough when the going gets tough?From the 
Trade Paperback edition.From BooklistGr. 6-9. Taller-than-average shoe salesperson Jenna Boller is back in this 
gentle, stand-alone sequel to Joan Bauer's lauded Rules of the Road (1998). It's the start of junior year, and new 
challenges await Jenna, both on the job and at home. Professionally, she is helping Mrs. Gladstone with the merger 
between Gladstone Shoes and Shoe Warehouse, while training smooth-talking, former juvenile delinquent Tanner 
Cobb in the fine art of shoe retail. Privately, she is working through her feelings about her father's alcoholism by 
attending Al-Anon meetings; she's also trying to score a date with cute Charlie Duran, who knows donuts the way she 
knows shoes. Jenna is so busy that she nearly fails to notice clues leading to Mrs. G's unscrupulous son Elden's 
embezzlement. But it doesn't take long for sole-ful Jenna to catch on, and, with Mrs. G's support, restore the good 
name of Gladstone. This funny, winsome book is full of Bauer's trademark folksy wisdom, and although it breaks no 
new ground, it will be warmly welcomed by her many fans. Jennifer HubertCopyright American Library Association. 
All rights reservedFrom School Library JournalGrade 7-10Teens who followed Jenna's journey from Chicago to Texas 
and back again in Rules of the Road (Putnam, 1998) will be thrilled with this sequel. The 17-year-old still likes to be 
in control (surely she must be a Capricorn), but she's thrown for a loop when her elderly employer, Mrs. Gladstone, 
hires a young man caught stealing from the shoe store where she works and appoints Jenna as his supervisor. The teen 
is still dealing with many issues in her own life, including an alcoholic father and a beloved grandmother whose 
Alzheimer's disease is progressing. Just as it seems that her life is as complicated as she can handle, she discovers that 
Mrs. Gladstone's son has been secretly utilizing unethical overseas labor tactics to cut costs and downgrade the quality 
of the shoes. Bauer's strength in characterization is amply evident here. Teens will enjoy Jenna's emotional growth and 
root for her tentative romance with Charlie, the donut king. For continuity, however, it is necessary to read Rules of 
the Road first as Best Foot Forward does not stand as surefootedly on its own.Susan Riley, Mount Kisco Public 
Library, NY Copyright Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved. 


